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A FEW days ago, a friend put into my hands 


; ae in 74 diſcourſe; than 1 es 


liberty 1 hereby take of ſtating my ohe A. 
you and the public, in a few tree Letter At 
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your name on the Title-page of a 
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* Rev. SIR, 


oh 


A. a Diſcourſe of yours, preached at different 
times, in ſundry of the Churches in Oxford. As 
I had frequently heard of your great Loyalty to 
the King, and of your ſtrong attachment to the 
excellent form of Government eſtabliſhed in 
theſe | Kingdoms, I was much Roe to ſee 
| amphlet, en- 
titled, A Sermon Juitable to the Times, hoping 
not only to be much edified myſelf, by the peru- 
{al bf it; but expecting that it would operate as an 
antidote againſt the poiſonous principles, which, 
at preſent, with no bade eagerneſs and ſedulity, 
are ſo widely diſſeminated in this land, BGM L 
am ſorry to ſay, Sir, that when I came atte- 
tively to peruſe the Sermon, I found myſelf com- 
elled to entertain a very different idea of it, 
om that which I had formed; meeting witn 
nothing new, or important, on the ſubjeft juſt 
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referred to; and, on other topics, many things . 
- which appeared to me very liable to gbjectien. 


As T owe more to Truth, eſpecially truth of ſo £ 4 
ed a nature, as that which is made the fubje&- 


any man living, 1 make no apology for the. 


endegvour to do this, in the ſpirit of mech 
BR WE 2 „ Ay 
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neſs and love, ſo I truſt you will take in good 
part what I write, and hear me with patience; - 
My firſt objection reſpects what you advance 
in the introduction of your Sermon. Although 
you ſeem at firſt to grant the right of private 
Judgment, in matters of religion, to © all charac- 
ters and deſcriptions; all orders and degrees of 
men;“ and to allow that the ſacred Scriptures 
make 1t their duty to exerciſe that right, be their 
* capacities ſmall or great ;— their opportunities 
contratted or enlarged, and the means of judg- 
ing, which they enjoy, whatever they may.” 
Yet, afterwards, .in explaining, © wherein this 
general duty of judging for themſelves princi« 
pally conſiſts, you endeavour to make it appear, 
that there are inſuperable difficulties in the way 
of the greateſt, part of mankind, ſhould they at- 
tempt to extend it to the nature of religion igſeli. 
with the truths and myſteries of it; and Wat, 
therefore, it muſt be conſidered as referring 
chiefly, if not wholly, to their choice of Teachers, 
The former, you ſeem to think is beyond their 
capacity, and out of their province; but with re- 
gar@ to the lallen, they may and ought to judge 
tor themſelves. RY 
=... Your words are, In what does this genera} 
duty of judging for themſelves, which is incum- 
bent upon all men, brite conſiſt? For the 
fame great Apoſtle who hath commanded men 
te prove all things, , hath alſo informed us, that 
gear is the my ſtery of godlineſs.” And the 
book in which this myſtery is diſcloſed. to men, 
zs a book of great antiquity, of ſupernatural. au- 
| 1925 Written in learned languages, and in a 
Nyle in many . almoſt as myſterious as the 
fſußbjebts of which it treats. In matters of ſuch 
N deep concern and difficult enquiry, how are all 


| men enabled to. judge for them elves,” Why, 7 
j | . 32 0 5 * * * A P 4 * fs 
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it is clearly the deſign,” you fay, © of. the 
Author of our Salvation, that they who are 
poſſeſſed of weaker underſtandings, they whoſe 
minds, are leſs improved, and they who are em- 
ployed in the lower offices of lite, ſhould receive 
religious inſtruction from others who have greater 
opportunities to know, and are better qualified 
to judge.“ To this I have no objection. But 
when, after defining the-qualifications of a Teach- 
er to be, © ability of head and integrity of heart,” 
and thoſe of a learner * docility and obedience,? 
you proceed to infer that even, in matters of 
the laſt importance to their ſalvation, in which 


they muſt depend (you think) on. the ability and 


integrity of others; the great and general duty 
of chriſtians, at large, is to judge for themſelves 
of theſe. 1 in their Teachers, by thoſe 


means of judgment which they: poſſeſs; and 


9 this is that important duty Which St. John 
bath enforced upon all chriſtians by the admoni- 
tion in the text, Beloved, believe not every /parats, 
but) try the ſpirits, whether. they are of. C I 
cannot agree with you. 2 {597 10 SR 

I have no doubt, Sir, but it is the duty of chrifs 


tians in their choice of Teachers. tb conſider 
well, who they have reaſon o think atesheſt 
qualified to inſlruct them; but that;chisgdeferveh | 

to be termed their great and gereral> duty; dr 
that it is the duty enforced by St. John iu ibis 
paſſage, I much queſtion. Itvgs certainly a much 


eater and more general, as it 13 a rt Aut 
4 vs of the 960 "A fal/ehoad, ace 0 
ug enpartance ot the dottrine taught the 
different Teachers, ' between. whom our, clioice 
may be ſuſpended ; and it is cheflyiby 4 teft 
that we are to hy te ſhirits . whether:t 
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What avails it to me, R ev. Sit, What a 
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| his integrity, if, on the one hand, he be deceived 
| himfelt, and of courſe deceive me, by teaching 
| what is falſe; or on the other, merely amuſe me by 
| teaching what is unimportant ?— You ſuppoſe, and 
perhaps not without fome reaſon, that the Socinian 
doctrine implies a ſpirit of error which both * dev 
prives people of their happineſs in this world, 
and bereaves * of their hope in the next" 
and even, that Wit is that evil ſpirit which was 
foretold by St. John in theſe words.” But can 
you — that they who chuſe to fit under 
that dottrine, never conſider whether their 
Teachers be perſons of ability and integrity? 
As to ability, according to the common accep- 
tation of the word, and according to what can 
be gathered from your Sermon as to your own . 
ideas of it, they are, many of them, men of as 
great ability as moſt that take upon them the 
office of teaching; and with regard to integrity 
or uprigtine/i, ſome of them, by renouncing 
their temporal emoluments in the church, have 
given unequivocal proof of this. But never 
. theleſs, Sir, you would not commend that perſon 
who made choice of one of them for his N 
And why ? undoubtedly, becauſe you judge t 
M0 ch. falſe dof8rine,” Bui it may "bs: war 
| Howie you know this? And how are bey fo 
meir hearers to knowit ? Surely not by enquiring, 
I” - whether theſe Teachers be men of ability and 
integrity, but by bringing their doctrine to the 
touch ene of Scripture, and comparing it with 
the lieh oracles of eternal truth. But it win 
be aſked,” How is it poſſible thoſe perſons ſhould = 
— this, with ſatisfaction, who cafdet read — 
holy Scriptures in their original languages? 
oy of y as well as the 8 8. ho we 
bern from Acts xvii. 11. ſearched the Scriptures 
daily, 10 ſee: whether the things way them-by 
Pal and Silas really were as they reported 
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them to be, Theſe Bereans were Greels, and 
moſt probably, in genera], utterly unacquainted 
with the Hebrew, the original language of the 
Scriptures there meant. They could therefore 
only ſearch them in the Greek tranſlation of the 
Seventy ; which, you know, is, in many places, 
far from being exact. And yet the Holy Ghoſt. 
commends their conduct in this inſtance, and 
holds them forth as an exampleſto others. You 
obſerve; Rev. Sir, it is not ſaid, they exerciſed 
their judgment concerning the qua/zfications of 
Paul and Silas to inſtruct them, and upon bei 
perſuaded of theſe, manifeſted “ docility 
obedience;“ but they enquired rather into the 
truth of the doctrine taught, and /earched the 
Scriptures dai ly, to = whether theſe things were 
Jo. It would have ſignified little to them, how _ 
great the integrity and abilities of the Apoſtles 
were; they knew ſtill they might be deceived 
themſelves, and ſo might deceive others. The 
blind might lead the blind, and both might fall 
into the ditch. They had recourſe, therefore, to 
a ſurer rule. They applied to the Law and the 
Teſtimony, and al the Scriptures daily, to 
fee whether theſe things were ſo. - wu, 
As to any danger of deception from reading 
the Scriptures in a Tranſlation, rather than in th 
Original, than can be but very ſmall, eſpecially 
in ſuch an incomparable — as ours, But, 
the ſubjects treated on in Seripture are myſte- 
rious, and thoſe holy books of great antiquity, 
and of conſequence the ſtyle frequently as e 
terious as the ſubje& of which it treats.“ I an- 
fwer, as to pints of doctrine and practice, that 
are eſſential to ſalvation, the Scriptures are 
ſufficiently intelligible to the — 4 
as being manifeſtly written for the — 
And it has been, and is the judgment of many 
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great Crities, that they are more intelligible to 
ſuch, than to men of great learning; and that 
the ſenſe in which a common man of ordinary 
capacity, would underſtand any paſſage of Scrip= 
ture, is generally, if not a/ways, the true ſenſe of 
it. Add to this, that the very context demon- 
rates that you miſunderſtand St. John. For, in 
giving us rules whereby we may know the ſpirits 
whether they beef God, St. John does not ſay 
| one word concerning either the ability or integ- 
| rity of the Teachers in queſtion, but ſimply con- 
cerning their doctrine. Hereby, ſays: he, know 
ye ile Spirit of God, i. e. that any Teacher is 
uided by his ſpirit, and teaches his trutn: 
— ſpirit that confeſſes Feſus Curiſi to have 
come in the fleſi, is of God. It appears from the 
Apoſtle's words that there are certain leading and 
fundamental truths of Chriſtianity (one of which, 
then, it ſeems, in danger of being denied, the 
Apoſtle names) which every true miniſter of the 
Goſpel will teach, be his qualifications for the 
work, greater or leſs, and that every man's doc- 
trine muſt be brbught to the teſt of theſe . 
principles. Theſe leading and fundamental truths 
are, Eph. ii. 20, termed the foundation of the 
13 "Apoſtles and Propliels, as being the foundation 
Which chey laid and Jude 3. The faith once 
delivered to the ſaints, as being the great doctrines 
| which the ſaints were required to believe and 
hand down to others. For the/e.we are to con- 
tend carnęſily, (ibid.) and 0 rive together fon 
_ the true knowledge ot, and faith in them; and 
are to —— belief 2 (1 Tim. * 9.) in 
a- pure conſcienco-. / any man propliecya ut 
. the word of God, — PE wed. A 
ing to the analogy of- faatit, (Roms xii. 6. e t 
. Ne mige Or as St. Peter expteſſes it, 


the, ar acles FJ, God, . theje,;tr uths - being en 55 


* T, 4» 


Z A —— · ——ð 


. 


1 


with ſufficient clearneſs in the holy ſcriptures. 
A ſummary of theſe the antient Church has 
given us in the Apoſtles and Nicene Creeds, and 
the Church of England in her Articles, Homilies 
and Liturgy, as moſt proteſtant Churches have 
ä 2 their Confeſſions of faith, However, no 
Creeds, Confeſſions of Faith, or Articles of Re- 
ligien, are farther to be regarded than they can 
. be proved by the Scripture, the only rule and 
the Jene rule of both faith and practice. 
And with regard to is, every individual muſk 
examine and judge for himſelf; calling no man, 
let his abilities or even integrity be what they 
may, maſter or father, on earth, and crediting 
no man's doctrine further than it is, in his judg- 
ment, proved from Scripture : in his judgment, 
I fay, for as every man muſt give an account —_ 
of himſelf to God, fo muſt every one judge fon. 
himſelf. W E 
But while I ſpeak thus, I would not be under- 
flogd as inſinuating 8 are unneceſſary, 
in à Teacher, or that n hearer is not in duty _ 
bound to pay much reſpett to them in his choice 
of one. Only I affirm, that the main thing he 
is to attend to, and that whereby he is to try ile 
rits whether they be of God, is the truth ot 
afehood, importance or non. importance of the 
doctrine taught. This to him is of greater im- 
portance, and ought to be more regarded than 
even the integrity of the Teacher; — ds 4, 
latter is of — importance to the Teacher 
himſelf, as being a quality without which he 
eannot eſcape the damnation of Hell; whereas, _ 
it is poſſible, for a man ignorantly to teach erro- 
$ Or unimportant doctrines, or in the Apoſtle's 
„to build with wood, hay, and Hubble, 
55 and yet to be ſaved, although it be as by fire. Add 
BY 0 this, if my falvation depended, as you ſignity 
9 | n PG 
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pP. 5, upon the integrity, as well as ability, of 
8 it td Shdeed be in a ve 44 
| carious ſituation, and I could never be ſatisfied; 

I had made it /ure, as St. Peter exhorts met: 
do, 2 Epiſtle i. 10; for I never can be certaill. 
ol any man's integrity, I never can have "mor. 
than probable — Bs of it: but as to the rub 
and zmportance of his doctrine, I may, from the” 

holy Scripture, have af/urance of this, and of con- 
| | ſequence of my ſalvation as grounded thereon. 

But that full juſtice may be done to your ar- 
gument, let us ſee what you underſtand by theſe 
neceſſary qualifications of a Teacher, Ability, 
and Integrity; and by what rules an 2 
« Chriſtian is to judge whether any individual, 
that profeſſes to be a Teacher, is poſſeſſed of 
„them. —In looking through your Sermon for a 
definition of theſe two important qualifications, 
I I find, I am diſappointed, You no where, I 
think, inform us what you mean by them, ang 
only, that you term the gge ability of head, nd 
the other integrity .. Now, Sir, F by 
ability of head, you mean, as I ſuppoſe you muſt, 
merely learning and knowledge; and if by, in- 
tegrity of heart, you underſtand only uprightne/s, 

I will undertake to demonſtrate that a man is 
but poorly qualified to be a Teacher of Chriſti- 

anity, who has not ſome other endowment beſides 

and above theſe. by en wal". | 
But let us attend to the rules you give us, 
"whereby, it ſeems, every one may try the ſpirits 

whether 5 be of God, and may judge for him- 

ſelf in regard to the ability and integrity of his 

Teacher. Perhaps what you advance on theſe 

heads, may give us to underſtand more partjga- 

larly whatyou mean by theſe endowments. 2 

regard to the ability of his Teacher,” (you obſerve . 
p: 8.) chere is a rule whereby every one may 
3 4 judgs : 


4 
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judge for himſelf, founded in his own experience 
and applied by common ſenſe, However low 
he may be in the ranks of Societ however 
mean in his employment, every min muſt have 

25 trade or occupation by which he earns his 


bread,” You mean, I preſume, that every man 


Pught to have one: for it is too certain, that 
every man dag not, not even in the City of Ox. 
ford, or within the precintts of the Univerſity. 


Foo many lounge away their lives in 2dlene/s, _ 


having neither rade nor gccupation, and live 
upon the induſtry or libgrality of Founders, and 
others, not originally deſigned to encourage and 
ſupport idleneſs and prodigality. Or,” you 
roceed, he deſerves to have no bread at all.” 
ould to God, Sir, that this your ſentence 


were pm into execution in the Univenliy, as 


well as in other places; and that if any man 


would not work, at leaſt, at his ftudzes, he might 


not be permitted to eat! To the exerciſe of that 
trade or occupation,“ you add, ſelf. experience 
muſt convince him, that ſome degree of learning, 
' - however humble, ſome -kingfot-praftice, how- 
ever vulgar, is required. He muſt have ob- 
ſerved, that to learn the art or buſineſs of a 


common trade, by the wiſe regulations of Society, 
men are bound to an apprenticeſhip of ſeven 


years: and if he will carry this ſelf-experie 
and obſervation from one thing to [1 


little common ſenſe will enable him to conclude, 


that the profeſſion of Divinity, ſay rather, 
Chriſtianity, or true religion, for it is not the 
profeſſion of Divinity, that the perſons you ſpeak 
of undertake to teach the common people, but 
the religion of Fe/us, or the nature and dgſign of 
 Gimijhanity; and to teach chem this, not barely 
that they may underſtand and have juſt views 
ol it, but that they may experience and praclice 
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it; or, in other words, that they themſelves may be 
Chriſtians. But to proceed in your own words; 
— The profeſſion of Divinity muſt require 
much time and ſtudy, before men are qualified 
to teach and inſtruct others in the great duties 
and myſteries of, religion.” Much time and 
ftudy? Sir! It requires ſomething more than 
time and ſtudy. It requires ſupernatural illumina- 
lion e it requires à birth from above, à net crea- 
tion e it requires a conduct according to the G 
fel: and it requires the preſence and bleſſing of 
the Lord Feſus, © without whom no private 
Chriſtian, and eſpecially no teacher of Chriſti. 
- anity, can do any thing to purpoſe in his office, 
and duty, RE i e | 
Permit me, Rev. Sir, to lay before you, ſome 
. prootsof the truth of theſe — Aud Firſt, 
that a man may be qualified to inftru& others in 
divine things, it is neceſſary that he ſhould be /u- 
. pernaturally enlightened, Ne natural man, lays 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. le 14. boys crYpwrog, id eſt 
homo non alia quam naturali animi luce pre- 
ditus, the man that is endowed with no other 
light of mind than that which is natural (Beza,) 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God : 
or they are Le. unto him, neither can he 
nom them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
They are diſcerned, only diſcerned, by the light 
of that Spirit which he has not received. And 
what wonder that this ſhould be the caſe > May 
we not argue with the ſame Apoſtle, ver. 11, 
Mat man knoweth the things of man, ſave the 
fpirit of man which ig · in im ? that is, a man 
could not know human things, the things that 
reſpe4 and are proper to human. nature, were he 
not poſſeſſed of a human ſpirit, a ſpirit ſuperior to 
that of brutes; for ey comprehend not the 
nature and affairs of mankind ; Even ſo W 5h 


11 
of God knoweth no man but the Spirit_of Cod ; 


no man knows them unleſs he be enlightened 
by that Spirit, which alone underſtands and 
comprehends them. Hence it is that he affirms 
concerning himſelf, and the other authorized 
Teachers of that day, that he that commanded 
light to ſhine out of darkneſs, had ſhined into 
their hearts, and that God had revealed divine 
© things wnto them by his Spirit, that Spirit that 
fearcheth all things; yea, the deep things of God, 
1 Cor. ii. 10. which Spzrzt, and not that of the 
world, they had received, that they might know 
the things that are freely given to us of God + 
which t ings alſo they ſpoke, not in the words 
which man's * taught, but which the 
Holy Ghoſt taught, Ver. 12. 19. And another 
Apoſtle afhrms, that the Son of God was" come, 
and had given them an underſtanding to know 
him that is true + alluding, probably, to the 
words of Chriſt, No man knoweth the Father ſave 
he to whom the Son reveals him; and to the 
promiſe of God by his Prophet, I will give. 
tñem an heart to know me. No wonder, there. 
fore, that the Apoſtle bowed his knee, to the Gt 
. of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father of glory, | 


LY 


to ſupplicate, for the Churches to whom Re 
miniſtered, the ſpirit of wiſdom and evelation. 
in the knowledge of himſelf, that, the eye of the- 
underſtanding might be enlightened, Jo that they . 
might know what was the hope of their” calling. 

what the riches of the glory of his inhe/ itance in 
his faints, and "what * exceeding great power 
towards'them that believe, And no wonder that 


be pronounced that man a reprobate, who” had 
not Chriſt in him, 2 Cor. xiii. 5; while be de- 


clared that as man) as were led by the Spi oy 

of God, were the Sons of God. | ks 3 5 
Now, Sir, af no man can have a rigůt 4 abdw- 

 teage of Chriſtianity, without this /upernatural 


ulumination, 
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illumination, how can he, without this, be a pro- 
er teacher of it? Can a man, by the aid, of 
ED Greek, or Hebrew, or the Mathematics, or 
any thing elſe, teach what he does not nom? I 
expect, Sir, that you, or ſome others, into whoſe 
hands this may fall, will exclaim, “ We don't 


2 to 1 pe It fo, I reph 1 am 


orry for it. Lou did pretend to it once, when 


you profeſſed to be moved by the Holy Ghoſt to 
take upon you the ſacred office; and you ought 
td pretend to it ſtill, or acknowledge, that not 
having the Spirit of Chrifts you are none of his, 


and of conſequence have no authority to over- 


fee or feed his flock. 5 
To be a Teacher of religion requires 2dly, a 
burth from above. It requires this, den to 
be a Chratzan, and much more to be a Teacher 
of Chriſtianuy; tor ſurely you will allow, that a 
man cannot teach what he has not learned. To 
uſe your on words, ** You muſt have obſerved, 
that to learn the art or buſineſs of a common 
trade, by the wiſe regulations of Society, men 
are bound to an apprenticeſhip of ſeven years, 


and if you will only carry this obſervation from 


dne thing to another, you cannot but conclude 


that Chriſtianity muſt be learnt © before men are 


qualified to teach and inſtruct others in the great 


duties and myſteries of it.” But how muſt it be 


learned ? In heoty only? St. Paul did not think 


- 40; ſpeaking of ſome, the deſcription of whoſe 
character, as he has given it, 95 iv. 17—19, 


01 many, not only profeſſors, but even 


Tieaclers of Chriſtianity, as you, yourſelf, Sir, 


cannot but have obſerved: he adds, But you, 


Chriſt, if ſo be that you have heard him, and have 


_ been taught by him, as the truth is in Feſus ;. that 


is, it yon have really learned him at all: That 


true believers, real Chriſtians, kave not ſo learned 
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ye put off, concerning the former converſation, 


the old man, which is corrupt, according to the 


decertful luſts; and be renewed in the ſpirit of. 


your mind; and that ye put on the new, which, 


after God, is created in righteouſneſs and true ho- 
lineſs. Now Sir, if St. Paul is to be credited, no 
man, let his {kill in Languages, Arts, and Scien- 
ces, be what it may, learns Chriſt, or Chriſtia- 
nity, who does not put off the old man, and put 
on the new; and who is not renewed in the ſpirit 
of his mind; or in the language of the ſame 
Apoftle, 2 Cor. v. 17, and Gal. vi. 15, who is. 
not a new creature, old things, viz. old dr/poft- 
tions, words, and ations, paſſing away, and all 
things becoming new. Hence it was, that onr, 
Lord inſiſted to his diſciples, Matt. xviti. 3. on 
the neceſſity of being converted, and becoming 
like little children, in order to their entering the 
kingdom of heaven; that is, in order to their en- 


joying the kingdom of grace, which is rig H eoα 


neſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. xiv. 
17, and being members of the Church militant ; 


a well as in order to their enjoying the kingdom 


of glory, and being admitted into the Church 
triumphant. ' A Jodirine this, which he enforces 
fill more in his diſcourſe with Nicedemus, de- 
claring that wnle/s a man be born again, or horn 
from above; or, as he farther explains it ver. 5. 
born of the Spirit, as well as of water, he cannot 


enter the kingdom of God; nay, cannot fee, or **+ 


have a acquaintance with the kingdom of 
God. Now Sir, if a man cannot -/ee, be pro- 
perly acquainted with, and much more cannot 
enter into, or enjoy for himſelf, the 4 of 
God, without this new, this /econd, this heaventy 
birth; how can he, without it, declare, aright, 
that kingdom to others, or enforce it upon them; 
that kingdom, of the nature of which, for-want 
1 t . 2 Os 


66 
of divine illumination and chriſtian experience, 
he has not even proper ideas; and the neceſſity, ex- 
cellency and conſolations of which he does not 
experimentally know? I hope you will recollect, 
that Chriſtianity is not like a Science, or an Art, 
the knowledge of which may be attained by mere 
reading and ſtudy: You know it is a ſupernatural 
endowment ;+ the divine nature and — 
worth of which can only be learned by expe- 
rience. It is repentance towards God, and faith 
in our Lord Fefus Chriſt: It is juſtification by 
faith, and peace with God, It is Chriſt in us the 
hope of glory. Chrift dwelling in our hearts by 
Faith, It is the love of God and of all mankind 
ſhed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt given 
tous. It is the image of God ſtamped upon the 
ſoul, and the divine nature communicated to it. 
It is humility, reſignation, patience, meekneſs, 
gentleneſs, long-ſuffering, the mind that was in 
Chriſt, and walking as he walked, This, and 
this alone, is Chriſtianity. He that, I do not ſay, 
knows theſe things in theory, but he that in a 
meaſure at leaſt, experiences them, that enjoys 
them in his heart, and manifeſts their influence 
in his life, be is a Chriſtian ; and he that does not, 
is no Chriſtian, or he is a Chrrſtzan without 
Chriſhanity. And he that takes upon him to 
teach Chriſtianity, without the enjoyment of 
- »- theſe things, that is, without being a Chriſtian, 
takes upon him to teach what he has not learned; 
= and, of conſequence, what he has not ability to 
teach. He is therefore, to uſe your own language, 
A mere pretender, an enthuſiaſt who deceives 
himſelf, whom one may pity ; or an impoſtor, 
- whodeceives others, whom a man ſhould deſpiſe; 
and of conſequence he is not one of the ſpirits 
Wl that are of God.” Nor will his acquaintance. 
1 with Languages, Arts, and Sciences, alter the 


caſe 
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caſe at all. As he knows Languages, if he chuſes, 
he may employ himſelf in teaching Languages. 
As he is inftrufted in Arts and Sciences him- 
ſelf, he may inſtruct others therein, But let 
Him not attempt to teach what he has not learned, 
leſt he be deemed an impoſlor. He has not /earn- 
ed Chrift, in the only way in which he can be 
learned ; he has not put off the old man, and put 
on the new, nor is he renewed in the Spirit of has 
mind; and therefore let him not preſume to teach 
Him. Or if he will preſume to do what he has 
not ability for, and will truft 7 into the 
Prieft's affice for a morſel of bread, or for an 
other leſs juſtifiable motive, let not any expec 
much light to be reflected upon their paths, from 
his unl;ghted lamp; or to be guided through the 
wilderneſs of this world, in their way to glory, by 
his 2 e fire, INT 
read gdly, A conduct according to the goſpel, 
is requiſite, to conſtitute any man an authorized 
teacher of Chriſtianity. For unto the wicked, God 
faith, what haſt thou to do to declare my ſtatutes, 
or that thou ſhouldſt take my Covenant in thy 
mouth ? ſeeing thou hateſt inſtruction, and caſteth 
my words behind thee. Pſalm 1. 16, 17. Do you 
ſuppoſe, that an acquaintance with ancient or 
modern learning, that ſkill in Languages, Hiſtory, 
Logic, Mathematics, Philoſophy, or any other 
branch of human literature, can give an ungodly 
man a right to teach godline/s? No, Sir, nor 
the impoſition of a Biſhop's hand added thereto. a 
One grand branch of religion, and the foundation 
of every other branch, is the knowledge of the true 
God and For Chrift whom he hath ſent; and 
every teacher of religion, who 1s ſent of God and 
underſtands his office, will, in the firſt place; 
teach this. But can that man teach others to 
Anow God, who does not know him, bimſelf #® 
ER | B 3 Who 
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who never received an heart to know him, as Je- 
remiah expreſſes it; or, as St. John ſays, never 
had an underſtanding given him to know him that 
is ; or, in the language of St. Paul, who 
never ſought and found the Spirit of wiſdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of him. Now no 
wicked or ungodly man has obtained theſe. For 
F any man ſay he knows God, and keepeth not his 
commandments, he is a liar, affirms St. John, and 
the truth is not in him. No wicked or ungodly 
man, therefore, knows. God himſelf, or has the 
ability to teach. the true and ſaving knowledge of 
him to others, And if he be unqualified to teach 
this fit principle of all religion, how much more, 
the higher and more ſublime truths? But were 
it' otherwiſe, and he were ever ſo well qualified 
to teach divine truth, would not his practice 
more than counteract the good effect of his doc- 
trine, and, render all his labours abortive? Add 
to this, that going on in ſin, he could not expect, 
what is equally neceſſary, with any of the particu- 
lars I have named, to render a perſon's miniſtry 
ſucceſsful; and that is gqthly, The preſence and 
bleſſing of the Lord Jeſus. Without me, ſaid Je- 


- + Tus to the Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of his word, 


ye can do nothing.—We are not ſufficient of our- 
| ſelves, ſays the Apoſtle, to think any thing as of 

ourſelves, but our ſufficency-1s of God, who hath 
made us able miniſters of the new Covenant, not of 
the letter but of the Spirit. Indeed we cannot be 
Chriſtians without ſupernatural help, as we have 
already ſeen, chriſtianity implying a new heart, a 
veto bixth, or a new creature, How then ſhould 
we, Without ſupernatural help, be able to make 
others Chriſtians? The- goſpel, wherever it is 

ſucceſsful, comes, not in word only, but alſo in 
power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Thel. i. 5; and 
38 accompanied with the power of God unto ſalva- 


8 

tion, to every one that rightly belzeveth. It is 
therefore recorded that when the Evangeliſts and 
Apoſtles went forth preaching every where, the 
Lord wrought with them. And have the myagſters 
of the Golpel in the preſent day leſs need of his 
working with them ? Surely they have not. And 
they have cauſe to be thankful that he has pro- 
miſled it to his faithful ſervants, as long as the 
world ſhall ſtand. For (Matt. xxviu. 19, 20.) he 
bas commanded, Go ye and teach all nalions, bap- 
lizing them in the name of. the Father, and of the 
Son, and FA the Holy Ghoſt; teaching them to ob- 
ſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded you; 
and lo I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world. Leaving you to reflect, Sir, upon the 
great and momentous truths, juſt laid before you; 
truths of the laſt importance to all who ſuſtain 
the ſacred character of Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, and 
ſtewards of the myſteries of God, and earneſtly 
praying that you, and all who miniſter in holy 
things, may be ſo impreſſed with a ſenſe of their 
| ' certainty and importance, as not to reſt without 
the experimental knowledge of them; I forbear 
to trouble you further for the preſent, but ſub. 
{ſcribe myſelf, Rev. Sir, your obedient Servant 


in the pure and unadulterated Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, | | 


| JoszPH BENSON, 
Mancheſter, Feb. 1ſt, 1793. 5 
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Rev. Sir, 8 i 
I CE I took the liberty to addreſs you, in the 
O preceding Letter, upon the important ſub- 
Jet of the qualifications ere for a Teacher 
of Chriſtianity, I have been very ſeriouſly review- 
ing the many teſtimonies of koly Writ, which I 
made free, then, to lay before you, and whereby I 
endeavoured to more. that, independent of what 
you advance reſpetting time and ſtudy ; divine and 
| ſupernatural illuminalion, a birth hom above, a 
conduct according to the Goſpel, and the preſence 
and bleſſing of the Lord Zeus, are abſolutely ne- 
"—ecflary, to qualify a man for that facred office. 1 
aas upon your leiſure a ſecond time, and 
don, chat theſe teſtimonies appear to me to 
bei an, fo expreſs, and ſo incapable of being 
ronfirued into any other meaning, that one ma 
afely venture to commit the cauſe to their deci- 
ſion. You, however, Rey. Sir, make your ap- 
peal to very different vouchers. With you, 
"Schools ad Colleges, Books and Libraries, are the 
rin ALI. And you are very confident that, 
dy the way of life in which they who profeſs to 
be Teachers have been bred and educated, and 
from the opportunities they have enjoyed of re- 
Ceeiving religious inſtruction, and from the years 
©  » they have ſpent in the ſtudy of languages, ſciences, . 
and other neceſſary parts of learning, every one is 
- enabled to judge for himſelf, without an 2 =. 
reaſoning, who are beſt qualified to be Teachers“ 
Jam ſorry, Rev. Sir, that you have put the 
matter upon this iſſue, as it lays me * the 3; 
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wiſhed to have paſſed over without notice, and of 
making a compariſon I wiſhed to have avoided, 
as knowing it may, probably, gain me ill-will; 
while 1t turns out neither to your honour, nor to 
the credit of the cauſe in which you engage. You . 
will remember, however, Sir, that you compel me 
to it, and have only yourſelf to blame for the con- 
ſequences. It is not our cuſtom to meddle at all 
with the Clergy. The Preachers, that occaſion. 
ally viſited Oxford, did not meddle with them ; 
as I am well aſſured, by a Letter from a friend, 
whoſe word I can depend upon, now before me: 
and the people did not; but /zmply and quzetly 
went on their own way, without troubling them- 
ſelves with others. You do- not attempt to ſay. 
that their doctrine was fal/e, or their lives immo- 
ral, which, had it been the caſe, might have. 
moved you, out of compaſſion to their 3 to 
interfere for their good. Leaſt of all had they. © 
dilcovered any the ſmalleſt marks of azſloyatty: 
to the King; but, on the contrary, like eee 
brethren all over the kingdom, had given egen 
vocal proots of a ſtrong and unſha.en attachment* 
to his perſon and government. There was not, 
therefore, the leaſt provocation given, in any way 
whatever, for the rude, malevolent, and unjuſt at. 
tack you bave made upon us; an attack, Sir, 
which you could not have had the face to have 
made, had you bad the /{:ghte/t acquaintance 
with the people you lo groſsly abuſe. | | "564 
The Methodiſts of Oxford, I have reaſon to 
believe, are not leſs pious or virtuous, than their 
brethren in other parts. They conduct them- 


/ ſelves, I doubt not, as becometh the Goſpel of 
fus Chriſt : which, as it is of far greater value 
before God, than wealth or power, for which, 


perhaps they are not very conſpicuous; ſo it is 
? Attai 9 . | , 
ic Ba omen which their perſecuiors, and thats | 
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that malign them, have not arrived at. Do 
not miſtake me, Sir; I ſhall not recriminate, 
much leſs ſhall I return railing for railing. I 
ſhall imply make the enquiry which your Sermon 
mani feſtly calls upon all to make, that wiſh to 
know who are beſt qualified to be Teachers; I 
thall examine what that way of life is, in which 
they that profeſs to be teachers, both in the 
eſtabliſhed Church, and among the Methodiſts, 
have been bred and ee ; and what the 
opportunities are, which they have enjoyed, of re- 
ceiving religious inſtruction?“ As to“ the 
number of years ſpent in the ſtudy of Languages, 
Sciences, and other, (what you term) neceſſary 
parts of learning,“ that 1 ſhall take little notice 
of; believing that the degree of knowledge attain- 
ed, is a matter of much more moment, and 
better deſerving of regard, than the number of 
years\ ſpent in the attainment of it; ſave that 
by 1 of time, — in acquiring any 
language, oc branch of Science, is a proof of 
greater dulneſs, or of le/s application. Wen 
That 1 may give honour to whom honour is 
due, I ſhall if pay attention to thoſe that are, 
2 7 intend to be, Teachers in the eſtabliſhed” 
Church, and enquire how they are © generally 


bre and educated.” You know, Sir, chat many 
of them, and thoſe not only the younger Sons of 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, for whom proviſion 
muſt be made in the Church, if expectations 
from the Army, the Navy, or Merchandiſe fail; 
but divers others alſo, are from their very infancy 
deſigned by their Parents, or Tutors and Guar- 
dians, for holy Orders, and that not from the 
pureſt motives; nay, without any regard to what 
certainly ought firſt to be conſidered, viz, Whe- 
ther they manifeſt any inclination to the ſacred 
office, any marks of piety, or even A | 


6286 


for neceſſary learning. As to the 4a particular, 
it is frequently the caſe, that if a Father have a 
ſon more dull than any offthe reſt, he will brin 

him up for the Miniſtry, for * If the boy be fit 
for nothing elſe, he will do well enough for a 
Parſon.” With a view to be Par/ons, therefore, 
at a proper age, they are ſent to ſome of the great 
Schools, ſuppoſe to Weſtminſter, or Eaton, 
Well Sir: how are they inſtrudted and governed 
there? and in what manner is their /pirit and 
conduct formed and regulated? Are they brought 
up, I will not ſay, as perſons intended for holy 
Orders ſhould be brought up, in the true ſpirit of 
Chrift, and his firft ſervants: the ſpirit of prayer 
and watchfulne/s, crucifixion to the world, heavens 
ly-mindedne/s and divine love; but as St. Paul ex- 
horts all Chriſtian parents to bring up their 
children, in the nurture and admonition, i waitia 


nai 3:0, the diſcipline and inſtruction of the 


Lord? Is even their outward conduct properly 
watched over, or any due care taken to coun- 
teract the vicious propenſities of the carnal mind, 
and keep their morals untainted? There, how- 
ever, in the ſpace of ſeven or eight years, if they 
have any tolerable capacity, they learn Grammar, 
and read many of the Latin and Greek Claſſics. 
But withal, not a few of them learn alſo many 
and great vices. They are ſent to the Univerſity, 
where, it their acquaintance with the ancient lan- 
guages be continued, I ſear it is not often much 
encreaſed, but perhaps, ſome knowledge. of Lagic, 
Mathematics, and even natural and. expertmental 
Philoſophy is ſuperadded thereto. In the mean time, 
it is notorious, that vice and profaneneſs general. 
ly make equal or greater progreſs; and too 
evident proof is given daily, that though they are 
deſigned to teach others the fear and love of God, 
that fear is not before their eyes, nor that /ove in 

their 
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their hearts. They take degrees in the Schools, 
one or two, according to their ſtanding in the 
Univerſity, not in general according to their 
merit; but in the School of Chriſt they take no 
degree, not even the irt, that of repentance from 
dead works; and much leſs the 2 faith, 
juſtifying faith, 2owards Cod. hey do not ſo 
much as perform their baptiſmal vow, and re- 
nounce the devil and all his works, the pomps and 
vanities of this evil world, nor the finfut luſis of 
the fleſh. The time comes, however, that they 
mult enter into holy orders, and underiake the 
cure of ſouls, although their own fouls are not 
only not cured, but not even made ſenſible of 
their ſpiritual diforders. Accordingly, the Greek 
Teſtament, and ſuch Latin Claſhcs, as the 
Biſhop, or his Chaplain are wont to examine the 
Candidates in, are applied to for a few weeks; 
and perhaps alſo, Burnet on the Articles is look. 
ed over, in order that if any enquiry ſhould be 
made reg the doctrines of the Church, 
they may not be quite at a loſs for an anſwer. 
Thus prepared, and too often under a full con- 
viction that there is no Holy Ghoſt to be received, 
and that every pretence to his facred influences, 
in our times, is mere enthuſiaſm ; they appear be- 
fore a RicuT Rev. FATHER IN Gop, and 
without any real concern for their own outs 
ſolemnly declare they truſt they are moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt, to take upon them the care of the 
ſouls of others. This is the way, Sir, in which, 
as you cannot deny, many hundreds are conti- 
nually bred and educated, -to be teachers in the 
+ eſtabliſhed church; and this is the way in which 
they are introduced into their ſacred Calling. 
At the ſame time, however, I rejoice to allow, 
that not a few, at /ome ſchools, and at both 
Univerſities, are bred and educated in a N dif- 

| | N terent 


. they miy have juſt and aſfecling views, of the 
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ferent manner, and enter .upon their holy office 
from pure motives, and 1n a right ſpirit. But 
many of theſe, you know, Sir, are ſtigmatized 
with the appellation of AMſethodiſts; and becauſe 
of what you have termed, their ** greater ſancti- 
ty of character, and formality of devotion,” as 
well as for their ſtrict adherence to the doctrine 
contained in the Articles and Homilies, are made 
the objects of reproach, and held up to ridicule, 
even among their brethren. | 

As to the opportunities, which, you think, 
thoſe that enter upon the miniſtry in the eſtabliſh. 
ed Church enjoy, of receiving religious inſtruc. 
tion, I allow that in ſome Schools and Colleges 
they are very great. But in too many, there is 
at leaſt, one great and capital defect. The funda. 
mental and efſentia! truths and duties of Chriſtia- 
nity, contained in the Articles, Homilies, and 
Liturgy, of that Church of which they are de- 
ſigned to be miniſters, are not explained to them, 
and enforced upon them; nor are they given to 
underſtand how neceſſary it is that they ſhould be 
enlightened, and renewrd by the Holy Spirit, that 


nature and importance of theſe truths and duties 
themſelves, and may take due pains to inculcate 
them upon others. Public Lectures I grant, are 

read, and coldly enough ; and in ſome Halle and 
Colleges, private ones alſo, upon the Evidences 
of natural and revealed religion, and other ſubjecis 
remote from the 4fe and ſoul, the experience and 
pratiice of Chriſtianity; but when are repentance 
towards God, faith in our Lord feſus Chrift ; 
Juſtification by faith, a neu birth, &c. together with 
holineſs of heart and life, enforced ? And when 
are endeavours uſed to make them ſenſi le, that it 
is not enough to under/tand theſe things in theory, 
but that it is neceſſary they ſhould experience 


them 
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them in their hearts, and manifeſt the power of 
them in their tempers, words, and actions? Nay, 
when are they directed with regard to what, of 
all other things is moſt important, and is it to 
be attended to by all that would enter into the 
ſheeplold by the right door, I mean, a r:ght tntens 
ton, in undertaking the ſacred office of feeding 
and over/eeing the flock of Chriſt ? Are they 
given to underſtand that their end ought to be, 
not eaſe, nor preferment, nor wea{ih, but only 
the glory of God and ſaving ſouls from death eter- 
nal? And that to be enced by other and 
meaner motives, is to be devoid of that fingle eye, 
which our Lord ſo much inſiſts upon; and to ren- 
der their whole conduct in the miniſtry a ſcene 
of ignorance and fin, of folly and vanity, and to 
bring upon themſelves the cure of God, inſtead 
of his being? Alas! Sir, this is a point that is 
ſeldom or never mentioned, or thought on. And 
no wonder, for how few School-maſters, Tutors, 
or Heads of. Colleges, could ſay a word about it, 
without more or leſs condemning themſelves? Is 
it not notorious that the expettation of prefer- 
ment 1n the Church, of a Vicarage, a Rettory, a 
Prebendary, if not even a Biſhoprick; of a Liv- 
ing, nay, if poſſible, of two or three, or at leaſt 
of a competency, a warm and comfortable live- 
lihood, is the chi, if not the /ole motive which 
induces moſt parents to think of bringing up their 
children for the church, and moſt young men to 
offer themſelves for holy Orders? This is not 
even attempted to be concealed, but is avowed in 
the face of the ſun, without one bluſh upon the 
cheek! Such perſons, however, as: one juſtly 
obſerves, © Cannot be compared with S1mon Ma- 
gus, for they are many degrees beneath him. He 
offered to give money for the gift of God; the 
if ower of conferring the Holy Ghoſt. Hereby he 
ſhewed that he ſet an higher value on the geft 4 
| God, 
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God, than on the money which he would have 
arted with for it. But theſe do not: they ſet a 
ar higher value on the money than on the gift; 

inſomuch that they neither Jefire, nor will they 
accept the gift, unleſs the money accompany it. 

The Biſhop ſays, when they are ordained, © Re- 

ceive ye the Holy Ghoſt.” But that is the leaſt 

of their care. Let who will receive ths, fo they 
do but receive the money, the Revenue of a good 

Benefice, While they miniſter the word and 

ordinances before God, he gives the Holy Ghoſt 

to thoſe who duly receive them, ſo that through 
their hands likewiſe the Holy Ghoſt is in this ſenſe 
given now. But they have little concern whether 
e be or not; ſo little that they will mwiſter no 
longer, he ſhall be given no more either through 
their lips or hands, if they have no more money 
for: their labour, O Simon, Simon! what a 
ſaint wert thou,' compared to many of the moſt 
honourable men-now m Chriſtendom.” | 
Let not any either ignorantly or wilfully 
miſtake me, adds this Author, I would not 
muzzle the Ox that treadeth out the corn, I know 
the ſpiritual labourer too is worthy of his reward; 
and that if we ſow unto our flock /pritual things, 

it is meet that we reap of their carnal things. 1 
do not therefore blame, no not in any degree, a 
Miniſter's taking a yearly ſalary : But I blame 

his /eeking it. The thing blameable is, the 
having it in his view, as the motive, or any part 

2 the motive, for entering into this ſacred of- 

Ace. ] 


Hic nigræ ſuccus loliginis, hac eſt 


Erugo mera. 


If preferment, or honour, or profit, was in his eye, 
bis eye was not ſingle. And our Lord knew no 
e C2 medium 
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medium between a fing/e and an evil eye. The 
eye therefore, which is not ſingle is evil. It is a 
plain adjudged caſe. He then that has any other 
deſign in undertaking or executing the office of a 
miniſter, than purely this, to glory God, and 
fave ſouls, his eye is not fingle, Of conſequence 
it is ers“; and therefore his whole body, muſt be 
full of darkneſs. The light which is in him is 
very darkneſs. Darkneſs covers his whole ſoul : 
He has no ſolid peace; he has no bleſſing from 
God: And there is no fruit of his labours. | 
elt is no wonder that they who ſee no harm in 
his, ſee no harm in adding one Living to another, 
and if they can another to that; yet ſtill wiping 
therr mouth, and ſaying, they have done no evil. 
In the very firſt ſtep their eye was not /ingle 7 there- 
fore their mind was filled with darkneſs, ſo they 
fumble on ſtill in the ſame mire, till their feet 

ſtumble on the dark mountains. 1 
The above quotation, Rev. Sir, I have made 
from An addreſs to the Clergy, by the late Rev. 
Mr. Weſley, a Tract which I would hope you 
never ſaw, otherwife you would be inexcuſable 
indeed in repreſenting the Methodiſts as a people 
who * fet all learning at defiance; and hold all 
Science in contempt.” For in this pamphlet, Sir, 
Mr. Weſley argues ſtrongly for the great utility 
and deep importance of more learning and know- 
ledge, in their various branches, than one half, 
perhaps I may ſay, than two thirds of the Clergy 
of the eſtabliſhed Church poſſeſs. This he does 
likewiſe in ſundry of his other works, which as 
they are much valued, ſo they are continually 
read amoriy us, and have induced many huhdreds 
to apply themſelves to the ſtudy of human as well 
as pod learning. Nor are we ſo illiterate a peo- 
ple as you ſeem to nes In this reſpect we 
are pretty. much upon a level Wü our neig r 
although we are far from exalting learning above 
8 . | grace, 
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grace, or even of equalling it therewith ; and 
much more from ſuppoſing, as you ſeem to do; 
that it will ſapply the place of it. That you 
have * magnificent Libraries, built by the gene- 
roſity. of founders and others, for the benefit of 
your ſtudies,” and great advantages for attaining 
Learning and Science, we know. We only 
wilb, that theſe advantages were made a better 
uſe of than they are, by the generality of young 
entleman who reſort to the Univerſities, and 
ni years in thoſe abodes of erudition. But as 
the matter is, hundreds that never viſit theſe ſeats 
of Science, but ate ordained from Schools and 
private Academies, are equal, if not ſuperior in 
education, to many that learn to pronounce Al- 
MA MATER. And ſome, through the incapacity 
or negligence of the Tutors appointed them, or 
from other cauſes, find not the advantages there 
which they expected;—1, for one, Sir, can bear 
teſtimony to this, Above 20 years ago I entered 
at Oxford, in hopes of perfecting my education 
the Languages and Sciences. And as this was 
ſoon after the Doctors and Maſters in full Convo- 
cation, a general ſearch being made, had expelled 
from the Univerſity not only all that prayed extem- 
pore, or read and expoundzd the Scriptures tothe | 
poor and 1gnorant in private houſes m Town or 
Country; but alſo, all that were judged deficient 
in capacity or learning; had I not reafon to ex- 
pect I was become a Member of a very learned, 
as well as pure body? But how great was my 
aſtoniſhment and mortification, When waiting 
upon my Tutor Mr, B-———, to know in what 
books he would give me Lectures, I was given 
10 underſtand that the books which the Gentle. 
men, under his care, read, (ſome of whom were 
in Orders, ) were Cornelius Nepos,. and the Greet 
Teſtament, and that I muſt go through theſe books 
with them, After attending a few times at the 
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hours appointed, unable any longer to brook ſo 
much lols of time, I made bold to intimate that 
theſe books, and moſt of the Latein and Greek 
Claſſics, were very familiar to me, as I had 
taught them all for ſome years at a Grammar 
School near Briſtol, He then informed me, that 
he would excuſe my attending, but as none of the 
other Gentlemen under his care were capable of 
reading any other books, he could not con- 
. veniently. give me lectures in any other. I was 

therefore obliged, though at the Univerſity, to be, 
what you call “ ſelf-taught,” for I did not re- 
ceive the ſmalleſt affiſtance from any, ſave that I 
attended, for a few times, public Lectures on 
Diviarty, read by the Regius Profeſſor at Chriſt 
Church, and went through a courſe of Lectures, 
on experimental Philoſophy. I thonld have been 
lad if my Tutor, who fo willingly excuſed me 
trom attending his learned Lectures in Carnelius 
Mepos, would alſo have excuſed me from paying 
him the uſual ſtipend; but though he did not do 
the work, he had no objection to receive the 
wages, which I accordingly regularly paid him, 
and for which I ſtill have his receipts. But to re- 
turn: Among the Methodiſts, whoſe Preachers 
you wiſh to hold out to contempt and ridicule, as 
wholly unqualified for their office, a very different 
plan is — as to the Admiſſion of Teachers. 
They have no more idea of commiſſioning a 
Servant of the Devil, to overſee and feed the flock 
25 Chriſt; or of ſetting apart a man, who is him- 
ſelf ungoaly, to teach godline/5 to others, than 


they have of appointing a wolf to take care of 
ſeep. With them, therefore, the firſt conſidera- 
tion is. piety; and what you term ability, is but 
 the/zcond. And in judging of this ability, they 
would be forry, with you, to appeal to Mag- 
nificent Libraries,” or years ſpent in what you 
term, deep and important ſtudies ; mare 
| 7 at 
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that fome of the verieſt blockheads in the Age or 
Nation, can boaft of theſe, Nor do they attend 
chiefly to ſkill in Languages and Sciences, al- 
though theſe, they allow, have their uſe ; and in 
theſe ſeveral of them are not'a whit behind many 
of the Clergy in the Church of England; but 
they regard what is of far 1 importance, a 
thorough knowledge of the Scriptures, and of the 
grand dodrines of Chriſtianity, and ſuch a 
meaſure of elocution as Will enable them, with 
previous meditation and prayer, to communicate, 
as opportunity offers, that knowledge to others. 
With the Methodiſts, Sir, it is a maxim to admit 
no perſon as a Preacher, (no not upon 77:al,) of 
whoſe genuine piety and good condutt they have 
not bat ſatisfattory evidence; and of whoſe ac- 
quaintance with the truths of the Goſpel, and 
ability to inſtruct a congregation, there is not, at 
leaſt, what is thought /ufficzent proof. And aſter 
a perſon is received upon trial, he is not continued, 
unleſs it manifeſtly appear that there are fruits of 
his labours, and that loſt ſinners are brought to 
_ God by his miniſtry. Add to this, that a perſon 

muſt be at leaſt, four years upon trial, before he 

is received into Full connexion ; and at the end 
of that time he is not admitted, unleſs it be 
' manifeſt, 1ſt. That he has given every proof of 
ſolid piety, and has adorned the Golpe dufir 


© » theſe four years: 2dly. That he has ability for 


the work in which he 1s engaged ; and gdly. That 
his labours have been attended with the divine 
bleſſing. And even when he is admitted, he is 
not admitted for life : but if at any time after- 
wards, during the courſe of his miniſtry, any 
thing of importance can be proved againſt him, 
as to want of prety, ability, or fruit, he is ſtill re- 
zefted, and another more fit for the important 
office is put in his place. And let it be obſerved, 
that during the whole time of his remaining on 
. x tial, 
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| trial, and after his admiſſion, he is continually in- 
| creaſing his ſtock of knowledge, by buying up all 


| his ſpare time, and employing it diligently in 
| readiy and ſtudy.— So that, e to Mie 
| owt Tule, © 45 the way ol life in which they 
* ee to be teachers have been bred and 
lf ed, and from the opportunities they have 
1 had of receiving religious inſtruction,“ if not alſo 
| from the years they have ſpent in the ſtudy of 
* languages, ſciences, and other uſeful parts of 
learning, every one is enabled to judge for him- 
ſelf, without any depth of reaſoning, who are 
"beſt qualified to be teachers,” I will not ſay, with 
ou, in the moſt difficult and learned of all 
Profeſſions, ” for I have a very different notion of 
Chriſtianity, from that which ſeems to be convey- 
ed in theſe words; but in the moſt Spiritual, holy 
and /acred of all inſtitutions; an inſtitution, 
whereby degenerate man is to riſe out of the ruins 
of his fallen ſtate, 1s to eſcape the corruption 
which is in the world through carnal deſire, is to 
recover the favour and image of God loſt by the 
fall, and to 055 of the divine nature; & inſtead 
of being earth n and deviliſi, is io be made 
heavenly, Rs wane, Sincerely praying that 
you and I, and all that name the name of Chriſt, 
Fr eſpecially a tp eak publicly in his name, 
may be, not only prof Hors but poſſeſſors of this 
en. E ſubſcribe myſelf, Rev. Sir, 
|  _ Your ſervant in Chriſt, &c. 


_— 
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Rev. SIR, | | 
3 looking farther into your Sermon, 1 


obſerve, 19 the foundation of vour error, 
With reſpett to the enn of a Teacher ol 8 


> | 


— 
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Chriſt ianity, is laid, in your not attending to its 
nature. If Chriſtianity were, as you term it, a 
difficult and learned profeſſion, it would indeed be 
true, that only men of learning were qualified to 
teach it, and ſuch might be qualified to teach it, 
let their temper and behaviour be what they 
might, Men of learning, though ſelf. willed and 
impatient; angry, malicious, envious; covetous, 
ambitious, unjuſt; nay, though revellexs, drunk- 
ards, unclean perſons; formcators, adulterers, and 
murderers, might be able to tell what names dif- 
fer.nt nations and ages have given to different 
doctrines and duties, virtues and vices, truths 
and errors, profeſſions of faith, articles of religi- 
on, hereſies and ſects, and might be able alſo to 
communicate to others juſt ideas of theſe things. 
But if, after a man has learned and believed all 
theſe things, he may be as diſtant from Chriſti- 
anity as the Jewiſh Scribes and Elders, High- 
Prieſts and Princes of this world, that erucifel 
tlie Lord of glory; if Chriſtianity be /orrow f 
fin, confidence in the mercy of God through Chiiſt 


for the pardon of it, love to God and all mankind, 


humility of mind, and meckne/s of ſpirit, refegnation 
fo the ine will, and 24% Lande. e dif. 
penſations of his providence, productive of a 
lameleſs, edifying and uſeful converſation. In 
ſhort, if it be Purity and love, with their proper 
fruits, then it is moſt .certain, a man may both 


know and enjoy theſe himſelf, and teach them to 


others, although he underſtand no language but 
that which is common to him, and the petfon ot 

erſons that learn of him, Nay, if he were not to 
utfer one word, there is a language in his actions, 
in his ſpirit and conduct, in his temperance and 
chaſtiiy, his juſtice and mercy, his devotion to 
God and benthtence to fhan, which cafmot᷑ but 
de heard far and heat, atid underflood by the 


meaneſt 


* 


— 
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day, who in language 
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meaneſt capacity, and which has a much more 
powerful and laſting influence than ten thouſand 
critical and learned leftures.——It was thus, Sir, 


that Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught Chriſti- 


anity. They preached by their g. in the 
ſimplicity of their hearts; and in the fear of God, 
made known his truth to mankind, in terms of 
obvious ſignification, and ſuch as were eaſily un- 
derſtood by the loweſt of the people. Theſe of 
courſe (like thoſe of the inhabitants of Oxford 
whom you complain of as running after illiterate 
teachers, while, it ſeems, they defert the lectures 


of the learned and dignified doctors,) crowded 


after them wherever they came, as finding, in 
their diſcourſes, Fcod for their ſouls, although not 
without incurring the ſevere cenſures of the learn- 
ed Rabbies, and ſelf-righteous Profeſſors of that 

ee ſimilar to yours, 
only a lutle more ſevere, pronounced, T hs pe: 
ple that knoweth not the Law are.curſed, for have 
any of the Sceribes and Elders believed on him 9— 
The ſimple; people, Sir, that follow after “the 
Methodijts and Enthuſiaſts, Anabaptiſis and Di- 
enters, are obliged to you that you do not pro- 
nounce a ſimilar Anathema upon them. They 


take it kind that you content yourſelf with deng- 


minating them * blind,” and with affirming that 


thoſe that lead them are bind alſo, * ſelf-taught 


without power, and, ſelf-ordained without even 
the appearance of learning, men out of the mean- 
eſt profeſſions and loweſt occupations of life,” 
(profeſſions as mean and occupations as low as 
thoſe of the crucified Carpenter, whom they 
preach, and the twelve poor and illiterate fiſher- 
men * attendants,) ham, (you go on) had 
| a fair opportunity of trying” (what a pity 
he have nol] "hey def ; 1 45 e 
and unqualified than hemſelves. W 
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Sir, for your good-will ! For this ſentence was 
undoubtedly diftated by your keart, rather than 

our head. You cannot ſincerely ch that all 
the Methodiſts, Anabaptiſts and Diſſenters of 
every kind anſwer this deſcription ; but, no doubt, 
you vu that they did; and J fear, you wiſh too, 
to make the nation believe it; to make them be- 
lieve what a perſon of much leſs information than 
you cannot but know to be a /ye. I believe Sir, 
whateyer you may think of their Ordinations, few 
parties of them would ordazn, or- keep in their 
connexion, a perſon that would thus calumniate 
whole Societies of people, unleſs he gave ſome 
ſolid proots of his repentance for the wiltul 
| Nlanders he endeavoured to, propagate ; flanders 
which only ſhew the malevolence of the heart 
from which they proceed, but cannot materially 
affect the numerous claſſes of people they are de- 
ſigned to injure. No: the Methodiſts at leaft 
(for I will ſpeak in behalf of the people I am ac- 
quainted with,) are too well known, and have 
been inſtrumental of too much good in the nation, 
by turning ſinners to righteouſneſs, as well as b 
ſetting on foot and promoting works of charity of 
various kinds, to be much hurt by ſuch illiberal 
reflections; even though you ſhould be permitted 
to preach your ſermon in every church in the 
Kingdom, as well as in thoſe at Oxford; and 
ſhould circulate it at a lower price than at 2s. 6d. 
per dozen, through town and country. 

Can you imagine, Sir, that the various bodies 
of Diſſenters in this Kingdom, are © ſelf-taught, 
without power, and ſelf-ordained without learn- 
ing?“ I believe you cannot ſuppole it. You 
muſt know that their learning, taking them num- 
ber for number, is by no means inferior to that of 
the members of the eſtabliſned church; and that 
their Ordinations are as ſolemn in themſelves, and 
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( 86 ) 
as effeflual to every purpoſe of ſacred ſervice in 
the Church of Chriſt, as thoſe of the miniſters 
that are epiſcopally ordained, if not more ſo. I 
ſay, if not more'/o, For I believe, upon the 
whole, that much more care is taken; not to admit 
2mproper perſons into the miniſtry among moſt 
clailes of Difſenters, than in the Church of Eng- 
land. And pray, Sir, what is Ordination, but the 
ſelling apart perſons, properly called and quali fied, 
Jof, the purpoſe of overſeeing and feeding the flock 
of Chriſt, by Juch as areproper judges, and are al- 
ready inthe ſame minitry ; as having themſelves 
been formerly ſet apart for the ſame purpoſe, by 
others? Now Sir, this is done among the In- 
dependents, Anabaptiſts, Methodiſts, and other 
Societies of people whom you take upon you to 
1 indeed, approving of 

Doctrine and Liturgy of the eſtabliſhed church, 
and wiſhing to remain in connexion with it, have 
avoided uſing the word, Ordination, unleſs with 


reſpett to the Preachers they have appointed, for 


a few years laſt paſt; for Scotland, America and 
the Meſt. India Iſlands ; but the prety, the virtue, 
theknowledge, the utteranceat leaſt, of every one 
that is recommended as a Preacher, are particular- 
ly enquired into; and, as 1 have obſeryed above, 
the ſruit too, whether God has already owned the 

eavours they have uſed to call ſinners to re- 
-pentance, and made them ſucceſsſul in turning 


any from the power of Satan unto God. But you 


know, Sir, that in the Church of England, it is 
no uncommon thiug ſor per ſons that are maniteſt- 


hb wnkoly,.to offer themſelves as Candidates for 
A Orders; and for thoſe that are ungodly them 


ſelves, to profeſs ſolemnly before a Right Rev. 
Tord "Biſhop, his Chaplain and others, that oy 
ſincerely believe, they are moved by the Holy 
lol to take upon them the office of teaching 
godline/ſs. And, you know, too, Sir, that _— 
| 3 whether 
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whether holy or unholy, I will not ſay, are not 
ſeldom laid upon ſuch. This might be more ex- 
cuſable, if it wore always obſerved, that the 0 
Orders which authorized them to teach godlineſs 
to others, induced them to become godly them- 
ſelves. But the contrary 1s too evident, and we 
have but too ample proof, in Town and Coun- 
try, that a man may be inveſted with the ſacred. 
Office, even by a Biſhop, or Arch- Biſhop, and 
yet have nothing ſacred in bis pit or behamour, 
I-affure you, Sir, I take no pleaſure in mention- 
ing this, but the fact is too notorious to be con- 
ccaled: and it is both a ih and a ſhame that it is 
not remedied. ; . 
Vou wonder, Rev. Sir, at the mfatuation of 
the people of Oxford, in that they will run after? 
theſe Methodiſts, Anabaptiſts, and others. You 
have given them a rule whereby they may judge 
who are beſt qualified to teach them, and * it is 
with amazement and concern you ſee it fo much 
neglected, in the very place © where of all 
others it is the moſt obvious. They enjoy (you 
think) a ſingular opportunity of judging for them- 
ſelves, by being eye witneſſes of the many years 
you devote to deep and important ſtudigs; to 


qualify yourſelves for your ſacred and ſublime 


profeſſion. They bear witneſs to the expences 
you incur in the proſecution of theſe ſtudies: and 
they experience the advantages of theſe expences. 
They have beard of the many lectures in Divi- 
nity which are read in that Univerſity, both pub- 
lie and private. Daily and hourly they behold'“ 
(Oh! happy, happy Oxomans!) © thoſe magni- 
ficent libraries, built by the generoſi:y of foun- 
ders and others, for the benefit ot youghudics-. 


But notwithſtanding theſe opportunities of trying 


you by this rule, and notwithſtanding there are 


more than a dogen pans chnrbel built by the ; oe | 


piety 
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piety of their forefathers, in which you are ready 
to inſtruti them to the utmoſt of your power, you 
fee many of them (to your own inexpreſſible grief 
no doubt!) led away with itching ears by ignorant 
and itinerant Teachers of every denorhination,-by 
Methodiſts and Enthuſiaſts, by Anabaptiſts and 
Diſfenters, (you will excuſe my repeating this 
elegant and benevolent ſentence) of whoſe learn- 
ing and abilities they have not had the ſmalleſt 
proof; men who are ſelt-taught, without power, 
and ſel f. ordained, without even the appearance 


of learning; men out of the meaneſt profeſſions, 


and loweſt occupations of life ; whom if they had 
a fair opportunity of trying, they would find more 
ignorant and unqualified than themfelves—Blind 
leaders of the blind.” 44 : 

Such is the charitable language in which you 
have declaimed at four of the Churches in Ons. 


ford, and ſuch are the means by which, as I am 
this moment informed, you have contrived to ſtir 


up a mob, againſt a few poor innocent people, 


met together in a peaceable manner in a place- 
duly licenced, to worſhip God, and receive the 


word of Chriſtian inſtruct ion and exhortation; a 


people Sir, as loyal to the King, and as firm | 


friends to the form of government eſtabliſhed in 


this kingdom, as you, or any of the members of 


the Univerſity ; and, I believe I may add, not 
leſs pious, or virtuous, However, through your 


#Hiberal, _ and flanderou's harangue, a law- 


leſs rabble of gownſmen, and others ol the baſer 


ſort, aſſembled, obliged the Preacher to leave 
the pulpit, overthrew the ſeats in the chapel, and 


beut and otherwiſe ill- treated many of the people. 
Such, Sir, is the bleſſed fruit of your preaching ! 
Such is your loyalty to your King, to ſtir up the 
mob againſt a people to whom he graciouſly grants 
his prdtection! And ſuch is the order 3 


. 
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the famons City of Oxford! In many other 
kingdoms it would be the duty, and even the in- 
terelt; ofthe followers ot the de/prſed and perſecu- 
ted Jeſus, tamely to ſuffer ſuch -outrages ; as in- 
deed they might not be able to help themſelves, 
nor obtain-any-redreſs ; but under a free govern- 
ment, ſuch as the Briliſui, which allows all de- 
ſcriptions ol, people, liberty to worſhip. God in 
the way · they judge moi pleaſing to him, and edi» 
ſying to themſelves; it is neither neceſſary, nor 
proper, quietly to put up with it. I am glad, 
therefore, our friends are taking .effeftual mea- 
ſures to teach your good-Chriſtians at Oxford, a 
little more of their duty to God, and to their king 


and country, than, it ſeems, they have learned iff 


from four times hearing your famous Sermon; or 
even from the daily and hourly fight of your 
MAGNIFICENT LIBRARIES. The . 
you know, Sir, is made for the lawleſs. i 

1 was ſorry to be interrupted and checked, Rev. 
Sir, by the above intelligence, at the very mo- 
ment when I was going to tell you, how glad I 
was, to hear you give ſo. good an account of your- 
ſelf, and the other gentlemen of the Univerſity; 
and when I was upon the point of congratulating 
you, the (City, and nation, upon the happy change, 
which it ſeems. has taken place in your Halls. and 
Colleges, ſince 1 had the bonour to tread th ir 
courts. - About twenty years ago, it was otherwiſe, 
The inhabitants of Oxford were too often ſpecta- 
tors of very different ſcenes, from thoſe you de- 
ſcribe ; and that with reſpe& to not a few. wha 
walked — in robes of Science and Liter- 
ature : Inſtead ot being eye witneſſes of their great 
diligence in purſuing, deep 20d Smmportege fla 
dies, with a view to qualify. themſelves for the 
ſacred and ſublime profeſſion,” af preaching th 


| Goſpel of Chriſt, they frequently mue 
DEF. 
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time wafted in idleneſs, or conſumed in Taverns, 
Gaming-houſes, and ſimilar haunts of vice and 
profaneneſs. It is well, however, that there is 
Tſo great an alteration for the better. May it long 
continue! and may the citizens of that highly 
favoured city, (fortunati nimium, ſua ſi bona 
norint !) whoſe ſtreets are ſo continually/crowded 
with learned men, not only *bear witneſs to the 
een ee incur in the proſecution of your ſtu- 
dies, and experience the advantages of thoſe ex- 
pences;“ but alſo be daily edified by the ſhining 
example of your unparalleled diligence, as well as 
by the ſight of your magnificent Libraries, ſtately 
Halls, _ pee Colleges! | 


- And, if I might be permitted to expreſs my ; 


W* -- wilkes 1 J would ſay, may greater evi- 


. dence 


e afforded the people of Oxford, daily, 


that theſe deep and important ſtudies are underta- 


ken and proſecuted, out of love to their ſouls, and 
the ſouls of others, and with a view to the glory 
-of God; and not from a principle of Hove, 
and with a view to wearth, honour, or preferment ! 
Vou juſtiy think it poſſible, the people may bave 
- heard of the many Lectures © in Divinity Which 
are read in the Univerſity, both public and pri- 
vate; I hope they will alſo hear ſoon that thoſe 
Letiures are well attended by the ſtudents, for 
| whoſe benefit they were inſtituted, and wall -ſee 
the fruit of them appearing more and more, in 
the ſpirit and behaviour of. thoſe. to whom they 
are given. When this is the caſe, and when the 
gentlemen of the Univerfity in holy Orders give 
Falstadory proof of their knowledge of the 4A 
tures, and of thoſe fundamental dottrines of the 
Goſpel, which are epitomized in the Articles of 
'- that Church, of which they are admmted Miniſ- 
ters, then the inbabnants of Oxford, as well as of 
ether places, where their lot is, 01 mona | 
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will ſoon fee, and bear witneſs, that they are 


workmen that need not to be aſhamed, rightly divid- 


ing the word of truth. But till then, the bare 
„knowing that the wifdom of our government 
bas provided ſchools and places of leatning, for 
the regular qualification of men, who are to be 
called by due authority to be the miniſters of the 
national Church,“ or added thereto, the be- 
holding daily and hourly thoſe magnificent libra- 
ries built—tor che benefit of their ſtudies. will 
never convince any that thoſe, whom they find to 
be deſtitute of every qualification proper for an 
Ambeſſador of Chriſt, a S'ieward of the myſteries 
of God, are divinely commiſſioned by him, and 
appointed to be Shepherds of their ſouls ; nor 


prevent them from attending the miniſtry of thoſe 


teachers whoſe conduct they find to beirreproach- 
able,—and whoſe word is made the power of God 
ts their ſalvda ion. 9 

But while I ſpeak thus, I would by no means 
be underitood as infinueting a general charge 
againſt all the Clergy of the Church of England, 


as you have done againſt Methodiſts, Anabaptiſts, 


and Diſſenters of every defcription. I ain well 
aſſured that many of them are-an ornament to 


their profeſſion, and are public bleſſings to the : 


Cities, Towns and Villages, where Providence 


has caſt their lot. Not a few of theſe, I have the 

honour to be acquaimed with, in different parts .. 
of the kingdom; and know that the 7gnorance and 8 
wickedneſs of thoſe, that are of a different charac- 


ter, are. truly and deeply lamented by them, as a 
public calamity in this nation. They Jament too 


to uſe the words of the Biihop-'of St. David's, 
in his molt excellent charge to the Clergy of his 
Dioceſe, delivered at his primary viſitation in the 


year 1790) © The erroneous maxims which are 


2 


« 


Lone abroad. and which for ſeveral years. pale. 
* Dare Bae 
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bave wr much governed the condutt of the Pa- 

lergy, in the miniſtration of the word. 
One of which is, that the Laity, the more illiter- 
ate eſpecially, have little concern with the my- 
ſteries of revealed religion; provided they be at- 


tentive to its duties. — Another is, that practical 


religion and morality are one and the ſame thing: 


that moral duties conſtitute the whole, or by tar 


the better part of Chriſtianity,” | | 
Both theſe maxims, (as his Lordſhip: juftly 
obſerves:)'are erroneous, | Both, as far as they 
are received, have a pernicious influence on the 
mimfiry of the word. The ft, moſt abſurdly 


feparates/ practice from the motives of practice. 


The ſecond, adopting that ſeparation, reduces 


practical Chriftianiiy to heathen virtue; and the 


wo, taken together, have much contributed to 
iveſt our Sermons of the genuine ſpirit, and ſa- 
'. your of Chriſtianity, and to reduce them to mere 


moral eſſays: in which moral duties are enforced, 


alt not, as indeed they. might be, to good: purpoſes, 
by lexiptural motives, but by ſuch arguments, as 


no where appear to ſo much advantage as in the 
writings of the heathen moraliſts, ac are quite 
out of their place in the pulpit. 


Thus, under the influence of theſe o per- 


nicious maxims, it too often happens, that we 


loſe fight of that which is our proper office, to 


pub.iſh the word of reconciliation, to propound 


the terms of peace and pardon to the penitent; 
and we make no other uſe of the high commiſſion 
we: bear, than to come abroad one day in ſeven, 


drefſed in ſolemn looks, and in the external 
garb of holineſs, to be the Apes of Epictetus.“ 
. Now, Sir, I will leave you and the public to 


dge, whether thoſe perſons are very well qua- 
ikea to inſtruct others in the important truths and 


duties of Chriſtianity, who, added to the ese 
a ö nes 
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lineſs and 1mmorality of their hves,. are under the 
influence of theſe erroneous maxnns, even in therr 
public miniſtration of the. word; maxims ſub- 
verſive of the whole of Ekri/ltantty, lo far as it is 
a divine ſyſtem,” ſuperior to, and diſlinguiſhed 
from, hole of the | Heathen Moraliſts; and*who, 
of conſequenee, deceive and 'miflead their hears 
ers, in the weighty matters of falvation ?2 And I 
teave you to conſider too, whether a Atte, or 
even'much knowledge, of Latin and Gre:#, and 
other dead or living languages, ſuppoling that a 
perfect acquaintance with every branch of Science 
were added thereto, can compenſate for the miſ- 
chief done by erroneous * in points of 
ſuch importance, and a vicious practice? Whe- 
ther is a perſon of little learning, who, however 
knows himſelf, and declares to others, e > 5288 


in plain language, the truth as it is in Jeſus, and 


adorns the doctrine of God his Saviour, with an 
holy and unblameable ſpirit and behaviour; or 


one, who is deeply learned in Languages, Arts and 
Sciences, but is unacquainted with the true Gol. . 
pel of Chriſt, is er-7oneovs in his principles, and 
unholy in his life; which of theſe, I afk, is bet 
qualified to teach others the doctrine which is ac- 
cording to godlineſs, and can only be underſtood 
by ſupernatural illumination? And which of 
them is moſt likely to be inſtrumen' al in turni 
men from the evil of their ways? I think, Sir, 
a very ſmall degree of penetration is ſufficient to 
enable any one to anſwer theſe. queſtions. How- 


ever, leſt the ſubject ſhould not appear to you, 


in the ſame. point of clearneſs it does to me, I 
will give you time to conſider it, and again ſub- 
ſcribe myſelf, Rev, Sir, 
- Wes % Your's, &c, 
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Rev. Six, "ha 
Perceive, upon a review of the paragraph 
quoted above' from your Sermon, that you 

mention Itinerant Preachers with contempt. They 
appear, I doubt not, in your eyes, ina very deſpi- 
cable point of view indeed. And in the ſame 
deſpicable point of view, had you lived in that 
day, it is probable the Itinerant Preacher 7e/us 
Chriſt, would have appeared; the ſon of a Car- 
-- penter, and himſelf a Carpenter, without birth, 
and without education, * ſelf-taught, without 
power, and ſelf-ordained without even the appear- 
ance of learning.“ In the ſame light too, you 
would have viewed the twelve [ttnerant 8 
he ſent out , to travel through all the cities, 
towns and villages of Judea; as alſo the /eventy 
he ſent out afterwards. Nay, all the [tznerant 
Preachers, that, in conſequence of che great per- 
-. feeution raiſed againſt the Church in r 
by the learned Scribes, Doctors, and Elders, were 
eaitered abroad throughout the regions of Judea - 
and Samaria, and went every where preachin the 
word, would have appeared to you, it is likely, as 
objects of equal contempt. And had you had 

| your abode in any own or — where the [/ine- 
rant Preachers, Peter or John, Paul or Silas, 
Timothy, Titus or Apollos came, if I may judge 
from the ſpirit and tendency of your Sermon, I 
-mult conclude you would have been ready to ex- 
cite. or join the general cry againſt them, © Men 
of Vrnel helþ, for the men that turn the world up- 

de down are come hither </a And if you had 
lived at the time of the re ormation, what would 

| * you 
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you have thought of ſuch [tinerant and feld 
Pa as the Rev. Mr. Gz/pin, who year after 
year, travelled regularly through even the moun- 
tainous, uncultivated, and uncivilized parts of 
Cumberland and Northumberland, as far as the 
borders of Scotland, frequently to the great ha- 
z ard of his life, with the ſole view of communicat— 
ing Chriſtian knowledge, and endeavouring to ef- 


fect a reformation in the manners of the people. 


And whether you know it or not Sir, the late 
Rev. Mr. We/ley purſued, and with abundantly 
more ſucceſs, a ſimilar plan, preaching the very 
ſame genuine doctrine of the Goſpel, the doctrine 
contained in the Articles, Homilies and Liturgy of 


with him during his life, and have ſurvived him, 


with thoſe that have been admitted members of - "7 
their body ſince his death, have been, and ſome of | 


them for 40 or zo years, and ſtill are engaged for 
carrying on the ſame work, Their one object is 10. 
leaven the nation with the Hen knowledge and 
lore of God, with piety and virtue. And bleſſed. 
be God, their labours are not in vain. As amidſt 
all the refinements of the preſent age, 2gnorance 
and Fn, nevertheleſs ſo abound, that there is no 
leſs need of preaching now in this and other na- 
tions, than there was in the days of King Henry 
the Eighth, or Edward the Sich; ſo that, of the 


Merhodiſt Preachers has been attended with great 


ſucceſs. Many thouſands in Great Britain and 
Ireland, in America and the Weſt India Iſlands, 
have been turned from ſin to God. And your 
nnwillingneſs to ſee and own this, Rev. Sir, is 


nothing new. It is only a further accompliſh. 


ment of an ancient prophecy, a prophecy accom- 


pliſhed but too often in different ages and nations 


already, Beho{d ye de/jn/ers, and wonder, and i 
| | 2 
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our Church, and proſecuting the ſame benevolent 


deſign. And the Preachers that were in connexion * bo 
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Tiſh: for I work a work in your days, which ye 
will in no wiſe believe, though a man declare it 
unto you. You may declaim, concerning the 
weakneſs of the inſtruments, and their want of 
learning; and may indulge your ſuſpicions, that 
they have ſiniſter ends in view : But this is only 
_. what your predeceſſors in unbeliet have done be- 
foreyou. In this manner the Scribes and Phari- 
fees declaimed againſt the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſ- 
tian Teachers, and the Papiſts againſt the Re- 
_ formers. Thoſe who are influenced only by 

worldly motives themſelves, will always ſuſpett 

that others act from the ſame principles. And 

ſuch as are ſtrangers to the virtue of the dottrine 

of the croſs upon their own hearts and lives, will, 
like the Jews and Greeks of old, either reguire a 
i An, or jeek after wiſdom. But the ſervants of 
Wl Jeſus, neither tearing the cenſures, nor coveting 


raiſe of their fellow creatures, but ſingly re- 
garding the approbation-of their Maſter, will fill 
o on, preaching Chraſt. crucified, to ſome a ſtum-_ 
Hling block, and to others fooliſhneſs ; but to all 
that are called, whether rude or learned, Chri/t 
the power of God, and the wiſdom of God.—For 
my part I ipeak from experience in this matter. I 
have been an Itinerant Preacher for upwards of 
twenty years; and during that time have labour- 
ed in many of the Cities, large Towns and Vil- 
lages of England and Scotland, preaching gene- 
rally three and often four times on a Lord's day, 
and once, twice, or thrice on almoſt every day 
beſides; and as I know the trials and difficulties 
I have gone through, and the motives that have 
influenced my/{f, fo I have no reaſon to impute 
other motives to my brethren, whole lives I know: 
to be exemplary, and their word to be attended; 
with a bleſſing, and very many of whom have 
gone thrangh much greater hardſhips nn 
> 5 ATaſlen 
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fallen to my lot. Indeed were they actuated by 
any other views than a regard to the glory of God * 
and the ſalvation of mankind, they muſt be out 
of their ſenſes to continue in their preſent em- 
ployment, as they neither gain, nor can gain, 
honour or profit by it; and opportumties have not 
been wanting, for many of them to do much bet- 
ter for themſelves and families, in temporal 
matters. For what ſum, Sir, would you be 
hired; to quit your warm and downy neſt, relin- 
quiſh your eaſe, honours, and pleaſures, and travel 
by night and day, in ſummer and winter, in heat 
and cold, fair weather and foul, from Village to 
Village, from Town to Town, from Country to 
Country, preaching once, twice, or thrice, every 
day throughout the year, and putting up with 
ſuch fare and accommodations as you might meet 
with; which you may be ſure are ſometimes not 
much better than thoſe Jeſus Chriſt and his firſt 
{ervants met with? Ah! Sir, if I am not much 
miſtaken, it muſt be a pretty large fum that would 
hire you to go through all this, for þzr1y, forty, of 
fifty years together, as ſome of the Preachers a- 
mong us have done, till worn out by labour and 
fatigue, perſecutions, and hardſhips of various 
kinds, they have been obliged to quit their ranks 
in the Army of Emmanuel, and retire, like old 
ſoldiers upon a ſcanty allowance, into garriſon; _ 
11, prior to this, they have not fallen in the field 
of battle, and ſunk quietly down into the ſilent 
grave. It is an eaſy thing for you, Rev. Sir, in 
the midſt of uence, caſe, and honour, and poſ- 
ſeſſed of abuudance of lesſure, to fit down in 
pave warm and comfortable apartments, and write 
itter invettives and {landerous | declamations; 
againſt Methodiſts, Enthuſiaſts, Anabaptiſts, and 
Diflenters, while, however, many of them, are 
employed in 20t/hing elſe, lrom day to day, than 
Wa in 
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i ſupplying your and your brethren's lack of ſer- 
vice, and doing the work for which you and others 
receive the wages; preaching. the Goſpel of 
Chriſt to the poor and 1lliterate, and endeavour- 
ing daily to /eck and /ave lo? ſinners. But are 
you ſure, Sir, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will aps 
plaud you for what you have done? for exciting 
a mob, of Gownſmen and Gameſters, Tinkers 
and Ale-ſellers, not to mention B ds and 
Wh——s, armed with ſticks, and ſpears fixt in 
them, againſt a company of inoffenſive, peace- 
able, and well-behaved people, aſſembled together 
to hear that genuine Goſpel which you, Sir, ſel- 
dom, 1f ever preach; and-to learn that duty to 
God and their King, which you very rarely will 
be at the pains to inculcate upon them? * You 
may declaim upon the excellency of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, and make a ſhew of great Loyalty 
to-the King, but do you think, Sir, were your 
conduct, in this inſtance, to reach the royal ear, 
that his Majeſly would commend you for it? 
Was the late Rev. Mr. Weſley ſo cold in his at- 
tachment to King George, and are the numerous 
bodies of Methodiſts, ſpread all over Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, and the Weſt-India Iſlands, 
ſuch bad 2 to che government they are un- 
der, that the higher Powers wiſh their ſuppreſ- 
ſion ? Ah! Sir, 1am perſuaded, if you think ſo, 

ou are greatly miſtaken. His Majetty, I be- 
Love is not uninformed, whether you are or not, 
who are ſincerely loyal to him, and from principle 
attached to his perſon and government. Nay, 
Sir, have the community at large reaſon to praiſe 
you? Are the Methodiſts found by expericnce 
to be ſuch nuiſances, on the one hand, or of % 
Little uſe on the other, in the nation; ſuch ene- 
mies to good order, or fo remiſs and flothful in 
good works, that people in general deſire their ex- 
5 8 | tinction ? 
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tinction? Sure I am, Sir, in places where the 

Methodiſts are numerous, as in this neighbour- 

hood, throughout the Weſt of Vorkſhire, in the 

populous parts of Staffordſhire, Worceſterſhire, 

and Cornwall, at Birmingham, Briſtol, and Lon- 

don, Liverpool, Hull, Newcaſtle-upon-Tyne, 

Sunderland, and many other of the manufacture- 

ing and trading Towns, the Pariſh Officers, Over- 

feers, and inhabitants in general, would have no 

cauſe to praiſe you, were you to effectuate, what, 

bleſſed be God, will never be in your power, the 

extirmination of Methodiſts. The ele of their 

reaching in rendering drunkards ſober, thieves 

honeſt, the idle and flothful diligent and induſtri. 

ous, the proviſion they make for their own, poor, 

many of whom they keep from being troubleſome 

SS tothe pariſh, the Lens Societies which they 

' have inſtituted in almoſt all the large Towns, as at 

London, Briftol, Birmingham, Mancheſter, Liver- 

pool, &c. for the relief of the poor, aided, and 

deſtitute, Vf every denomination; their liberal con- 

tributions to charitable inſtitutions; of every Hin 

as to Infirmaries, Hoſpitals, and Sunday Schools, 

which in very many places they have introduced, 

and which, in very many they alone keep on foot ; 

theſe things demonſtrate that they are public 

bleſſings, in the Towns and Countries where di- 

vine Providence has favoured with increaſe. 
In this Town alone, Sir, the laſt year, the collec- 

tions in the Methodiſt Chapels tor the Infirmary 

and Lunatic Hoſpital amounted to 102f for the 

Sunday Schools 114F , for the poor of their own 

Society to about 200. while the ſubſcriptions 

forthe Strangers Friend, or benevolent Society, in- 

ſtituted for viſiting and relieving the poor, the 

Jatlerleſs, the widows, the Micted, and ſuch as 

have no helper, of any, and every denomination, 
amounted from Nov. 7, 1791, 20 Nov. 1, 1792, to 
| no 
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no leſs ſum than 4274. It is true this laſt men- 
tioned charity meets . with very liberal ſupport 
from many gentlemen and- ladies in this Town 
and neighbourhood, who are not members of the 
Methodiſt Society; but the Methodiſts had the 
'happineſs ot firſt inſtituting, as they fill have of 
conducting this admirable beneficence; the Vitors 
and Committee being all of their Community. I 
mention . theſe things, Sir, with one only view, 
that, if poſſible, your on may be opened to ſee the 
oreatneſs of your guilt, in endeavouring to raiſe 
the public odium againſt a people, who to my 
certain knowledge, within theſe fifty years laft 
paſt, have been inſtrumental in the hands of God, 
of reforming the lives of many thouſands ; I be- 
lieve not fewer than two or three hundred thou- 
fand, in Great Britain, Ireland, and America; 
and of relieving, in a variety of ways, the tem- 
poral wants of myriads. However, Sir, if all this 
as no werght with you; if you can ſee no more 
excellency in theſe things, than the Zeroi/k Scribes, 
and Dottors did, in the good works of the firſt 
Chriſtians; or than the learned Paprſts ſaw, in 
the deeds of ſpiritual and temporal: mercy, done 
by the Proteſtants, in this and other kingdoms, at 
the time of the Reformation; if you ſtill think 
them tobe enthuſrafts, and hypocrites, and in the 
ardour of your zeal, ftill exclaim, Away. with 
ſuck a people from the earth I will put you into 

a method whereby you may effeCtually ob their 
further progreſs, if not alſo gradually effe& their 
extinction. You, and your Brethren, the Clergy 
of the eſtabliſhed Church, have only to do as 
they do, to feel inwardly the ſame concern, and 
to Sy outwardly the ſame diligence, to do 
ſpiritual and temporal good to the bodies and 
ſouls of mankind. Go forth from place to place, 

_ .and preach as they do; I do not ſay in Preack- 
2 N 2 __ _ang-houſes, 


„ 


ing lou ſes, much leſs in dwelling-houſe , barn 4. 


and /tables; no! far be it from me to defire you 


to diſgrace your dignity-ſo far !. but in the wy 


Cathedrals, and regular Pariſh Churches ; preach - 


the pure doctrine of the Church of England, Re- 


pentance towards God, Faith in our Lord Feſus- 
Chnſt, Juſtification by farth, producing peace with 


God, a new birth, or a new creation, and untverſal 


holineſs of heart and life. Preach theſe 1 in 


AN 


Full — of. faith, and from fincere an 


dent love, —love-to God, to mankind, and to theſe 
precious truths of the everlaſting Goſpel.. Ex- 
perience them firſt, and then preach them. Be 
yourſelves truly penitent, and then call e tt to 
repentance, Believe.in the Lord Jeſus . 
then 
e yourſelves juſtified, . 


with your hearts unto righteouſneſs, an 
invite others to believe. 5 
born of God, and in Chriſt new creatures, and then 


Speaking what you do know, and teſtifying ulat 


you have ſeen, urge upon all around you the ne- 


ceſſity, excellency, and felicity of the ſame divine 
change. Being 73 holy in all manner f 


godlineſs, engage others in the 


converſation an 


daily and hourly purſuit of the {ame holineſs, - 


Preach theſe important doctrines, on which the 


preſent and everlaſting welfare of the human race 
depends, in language which all, even tlie moſt. 


illiterate, may underſſand, and in the free, fa- 


miliar, and pointed manner, of a direct applica- 
tion from the pulpit; and not in the unnatural, . 
Jorced, dijtant, and unaſfecting method of coldly 
reading a pre-compoſed diſcourſe 5 which, how- - 


ever well ſuited to the ſtate of the audience, 


can never prevail upon themſelves to believe is 
directly intended, and immediately addreſſed to 
them, and whoſe force therefore they will ſel- 
dom or never feel. Imitate our Cougſellors, 


Pleading at the bar, * our Senators haranguing 
. 2 Pk in 
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in the Parliament. houſe. Speak from a thorough 
acquatntance with the matter in hand, and an 
heart felt concern that your arguments and per- 
ſuaſtons may be ſucceſsful, © Conſider your ſub- 
ject before hand as much as you pleaſe. View it 
on all fides. Fathom, if poſſible, all its depth, and 
comprehend its length and breadth, Get what 
Iight you can from others, and eſpecially from 
him who is the 4g kt of the world, and is made of 


. God unto his tollowers wiſdom. Study it upon 


your knees, and ſupplicate the illumination of 
that Spirit which /earcheth all things, yea the deep 
things of God. Thus enter into the Full meaning 
- of your text, and feel its full force. And with a 
-mind, charmed with the beauties, awed with the 
terrors, exhilerated with the joys, or melted and 
frefteſhed with the conſolations of divine truth, 
80 up into the pulpit, and out of the abundance 
ef your hearts, let your mouth ſpeak. \ Thus, Sir, 
will your tongues be as the pen of a ready writer, 
and your words, I will not ſay with the heathen 
Poet ena epo, winged words ; but, in the lan- 
guage of the ſacred Penman, an hammer, and a 
| Fire, breaking Roney hearts in pieces, and con- 
ſuming the chaff of vanity and ſin; yea, as a two 
' edged ſword, piercing the ſinner's conſcience with 
deep compunction, and flaying the luſts that war 
in men's members: while like the oi and wine, 
which the good Samaritan poured into the wounds 
of the dying traveller, they adminiſter divine con- 
ſolation and ſpiritual healing to all the broken in 
heart. — In this way, Rev, Sir, eſpecially if (as 
St. Paul exhorts) you be inſtant in ſeaſon and out 
of ſeuſon, inſtrucling, convincing, rebuking; and 


 exhorting, with all long-ſuffering and doctrine, as 


you will ſupercede the neceffity, ſo you will un- 
Adermine the importance of the preaching of theſe 
itinerant Znthufiaſts and Methodifts, And let 
— a | 8 Me 


1 


me ſay, Sir, while England is a frce nation, and 
-H the body of the people have the Bible and Common 
Prayer- Bool in their hands, and are at liberty to 
judge for themſelves, reſpecting the truth and im- 
portance of the doctrine taught them, in no other 
| way will you ever be able to do it. It is true, to 
* enter heartily upon this plan, will coſt you all 
| carnal pleaſures, and wo.. dly honours, and will 
require more labour and toil, and a much greater 
degree of ſelf-denial and mortification, watchfuli- 
neſs and prayer, than it is fathionable to prattile. 
But, be aſſured Rev. Sir, divine grace and habit 
will make it «a/y, the conſolations of the Holy - 
Syirit will make it pleaſant, and the Fruit will be 
glorious. This being an important ſubjedt, and 
one that deſerves to be maturely weighed, I will - 
torbear to call your attention to any thing new at 
the preſent; but deferring what J have further to 
obſerve to another opportunity, ſhall leave van 
10 your meditations, and again ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Rev. Sir, your obedient Servant in a free and 
pure Goſpel, . 72 
J. BEN SOR. 
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Rev. SIR, 15 ö 2 
UC additional light will be caſt on the 
ſubjetts of my former Letters, if we go on 
to conſider, in one Letter more, what you advance 
with reſpect to the integrity of ſpiritual Teachers. 
Some of theſe Teachers, you obſerve, howeuer 
ignorant,“ (ſay of Languages and ſome branches 
of Science, for as to the great Truths of Chriſtia- 
nity, they are much better acquainted with dete. 


a 


- 
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than many of thoſe who attempt to cenſure them,) 
have the art to perſuade their hearers; that their 
greater ſanctity has called down from heaven a 
greater degree of illumination, which ſets all learn- 
ing at defiance, and holds all fcience in contempt.“ 
Theſe muſt be very ignorant Teachers, indeed, 
Sir, both in imagining they are more holy than 

others, when it is manifeſt they are not holy at all, 
and that this ſuppoſed greater ſanctity has called 
dotun (that is, has merz/ed) from heaven a greater 
degree of illumination, thus ſubverting the order 
of things, and making that holineſs, which is the 
effect of divine illumination and grace, to be the 
cauſe thereof. I hope, Sit, you will inform the 
world who theſe teachers are, and where they 
practiſe this iniquitous art, that mankind may be 
von their guard againſt them. For my part, though 
WT have been in all parts of the kingdom, and am 
preuy much acquainted with religious people ol 
all denominations, I have not yet met with any 
that anſwer this deſcription, that themſelves be- 
lieve, or endeavour to perſuade others, that 
their greater ſanctity has brought down upon 
them a greater degree of divine illumination.” 1 
- fulpe&,..Sir, that in this inſtance, the ignorance 
is your own, and that you neither wnder/tand 
what you. ſay, nor whereof you afferm; neither 
know the fubje& you undertake to write about, | 
nor even the e of your own expreſſions, : 
Their greater ſanctity has called down nom h:aven 
à greater degree of illumination! Is this the lan- 
guage which the Methodiſts, or any of the other | 
claſſes of people, you ſo bitterly inveigh againſt, , 
hold forth, either in their Sermons or Writings? © 
No, Sir, they believe and teach, not that the Di- 
nes of man merits the grace of God, but that the 
1 re 8 holtne}s in man; and that, 
. trom. tilt to laſt, by grace we are /aved. through 
Faith. But, Sir, though the idea of our holineſs 
| calling 
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calling down from heaven divine illumination, be 
ſo abſurd, that no per fon pretending to any true 
knowledge of the Goſpelrot Chriſt can, for one 
moment, admit ok it; yet if a fervant of God, 
chat truly fears and loves him, and ſpends his life 
in obedience to his will, were to judge himſelf 
more illuminated, than a fervant of the Devil, 
v hole life is a ſcene of folly and fin, and who is 
therefore repreſented in {cripture as berng in dark- 
neſs, and walling in darkneſs, and not 2 
whither he goeth, becauſe that darkneſs hath blind- 
ed his (eyes, it does not appear to me, that he 
. would judge much amiſs, Nay, if a perſon, 
whom you, Rev. Sir, might pronounce z{/zterate, 
becauſe he underſtood no language but his own, 
and was but little read in any branch of Science, 
but was well acquainted with the great doctrines 
..of Chriſtianity, and was a new creature in Chriſt 


Jeſus, were to ſuppoſe himſelf poſſeſſed of more 


divine light and knowledge, than a learned Rabbi, 


who was under che influence of ſuch erroneous 
maxims as thoſe aboye mentioned, and whoſe life 


- was a ſcene of, vice and profaneneſs, methinks:he 
. would be very juſtifiable in the ſight of God and 
mani; 11 AN | 

But,“ you add, in addition to the ſu. 
perior light, they put on a ſanctity of .charafter 
and a formality of devotion, ſuperior to thoſe of 
the more intelligent and duly educated miniſters 
of the Goſpel. They had need, Sir, to put on 
a ſanſtity of character and a formality of devotion, 
. to thole of many Minifters, however in- 
telligent and duly educated, for, you know, they 
put on none at all, But pray Rev. Sir, how do 
: you (know that this ſandlity of character and 
« Jormality of devotion, as you expreſs it, is mere- 
ly put on? And what do you mean by ſaying, 
they: perſuade their hearers that they! greater 
wnſandtity has called down—a greater degfte of illu- 
£-'2 | mination z** 
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mination;“ and adly, that * in addition to this 
deluſion of ſuperior (Fg they put on a ſanctity 
of character? Do you mean that they put 
on this ſanctity of character both as an under and 
an upper garment, divine illumination being inter- 
poſed between them ? If all this were not mere 
ow and prelence; if there were but any reality 
in it, I ſhould ſuppoſe that they put on this double 
robe of righteouſneſs, to make, if poſſible, ſome 
amends tor the error and the fin of thoſe teachers 
of religion who clothe themſelves, I had almoſt 
ſaid with curling as with agarment, but I will ſay) 
. with raiment of a very fry loving kind, and are by 
no means blameable tor making too great pretences 
to extraordinary ſanctity or devotion! 
| | „But, (you go on) as-neither we nor ye are 
' | ſenſible of any extraordinary gifts or ſpecial 
illuminations, any more, you might have added, 
Wl than the Phariſees, Scribes, and Elders amon 
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ſelf, or his Apoſtles; As none of us feel our. 


7 3 ſelves much wiſer or much better than our neigh- 
| 135 bours,” having neither entered in at theſtrait gate, 


nor walking in the aarrom way, but along with 
- the world, Hing {till in 'the wicked one, 1 John v. 
19. let us withhold our admiration of theſe 
 wonderous men, whilit we judge of them by ſuch 
| plain rules of Scripture, which we believe is that 
true light which lighteth every, man that cometh 
| into the world.“ Hold Sir; here is a*Tmall 
Þ error, Do you not deify the Scriptures? Do you 
not put them in the place of the Word, that was 
in ile beginning with God, and was God? They 
cannot be that true /1ght that hghtethrevery man 
that cometh into the world, unkfathe Scriptures 
he really given to, and underitogd. by every one. 
But to ſuffer you to proceed; * By ſuch plain 
rules of Scripture, as the meaneſt underſtanding 
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may apply, and by which we may be able to de- 


termine whether they be of God.“ Very good: 
This, I will anſwer for them, is all they deſire. 
Let their dodtrine and pradlice, as well as the 
- fruits of both, be brought to this teſt, and let it 
be judged of accordingly ; and let not the Clergy 
of the eſtabliſhed Church, be above ſubmitting to 
be tried by the /ame uncrring rule. 5 
Beware of falſe Prophets, ſaith our Lord 
- himſelf, which come to you in ſheep's cloathing, 
but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye ſhall 
know them by their fruits. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles? Even fo, 
every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a 
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil truit : a good tree 
-cannot bring forth evil truit, neither can a corrupt 


tree bring forth good fruit: wherefore by their 
fruits ye hall know them.” An admirable rule 
indeed; and, as you juſtly obſerve, „ plain in 


itſelf, plain in its illuſtration, and plain in iis 
application.“ But is it poſſible,” Sir, that you 


can be-/erzous in your appeal to it? Are you 


really willing, that, (I will not ſay,) the ſperat and 


' temper, but the converſation and behaviour, of 


the members and Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land, ſhould be brought to this teſt, and judged 
of accordingly? Are you willing that they 
ſhould be deemed corrupt trees, who do not pro- 


duce good fruit? Methinks Sir, if you had 


ſearched the whole Scripture, you could not have 
ound a text that more effetually condemns _ 


6 


ol thoſe Fs wiſh to juſtify. Be this as it will, 


Sir, the Mſetladiſts, whether Preachers or people, 
tare perfectly willing to: ſtand or fall by this rule. 
And you are welcome to underſtand it either of 
the Fruits of their preaching and /abours, or of 


their tempers, words and adlions. As to the 
former, they can produce many thouſands, in the 


gu 
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Britiſh domintons and America, who were oner, 
moſt of them, notorions ſinners, now maniteſtly 
turned from the evil of their ways, and walking 
in all God's ordinances and commandments 
blameleſs; not to mention the much greater multi- 
tude from their Societies and Cotigregations that 
during the laſt fifty years, have departed: this lite 
in God's faith and fear. And as to the latter, 
they are not aſhamed to teſtify, that they en joy in 
themſelves, and make it their daily care to mani- 
feſt to others, in their temper and behaviour, the 
very fruits which you mention as charafteriſtic of 
the Spirit of God; and I truſt, in a much truer 
and iger ſenſe, than that in which you under- 
ſtand — z even in the ſenſe in which they are 
repreſented in the holy Scriptures, to be enjoy- - 
eld in the hearts, and diſplayed in the lives of the 
faithful. REES, | | F . 5 
* To judge of the ſecret ſprings and principles 
of 8 (as you juſtly ſerve.) 2 of thoſe 
motives which lie buried within the breaſt, is in- 
deed a difficult and a delicate taſk: but, When 
the Founder of our ſalvation, who was himſelf 
the ſearcher of hearts, has fore-warned his Church 
to beware of falſe teachers, and has given us the 
rule by which they are to be tried; to apply that 
rule is a folemn duty of religion, in obedience to 
that command.” — It certainly is, Sir, and 1 
would to God it were applied more frequently 
than it is. What follows, is equally worthy of 
aitention and regard. What theſe fruits are, 
bv which we are directed to try the ſpirits of men, 
both good and evil, as by the ſtream we trace the 
fountain, whether bitter or ſweet, from which it 
flows, Scripture, that infallible rule of judging, 
bas accordingly informed us. Phe fruit oY the 
Spun is Love, Foy, Peace, Lo Hands. 
-  Eentleneſs, Coodneſs, Faith, Meckneſe, Temper- 


, 
. 
* 
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ence.”— And would you wiſh, Sir, that the in- 
tegrity of all teachers, of thoſe in the Church of 
England, as well as of the Methodiſts, Anabaptiſis, 
and others, ſhould be brought to the teſt of this 
rule? Shall we take it for granted, that all who 
do not enjoy in their hearts, and manifeſt in their 
lives, theſe fruits, are devoid of that integrity, 
which you have declared to be an eſſential qualifi- 
cation of an authorized teacher of religion? It 
lo; I fear, Sir, the conſequence will not te what 
you would wilh it. 
Pleaſe to remember, in the firſt place, Sir, 
that if theſe be the /ruz/s of the Shirit, it is not 
poſhble they ſhould be where the Shirit is not, 
even as the fruits of igt and heat, cannot be 
where: light and heat are not; nor the fruits of 


Abe and health, where there is only fickneſs, diſ- 


order, and death. Now, Sir, can you imagine 
that thoſe perſons have this Spirit, or are influenc-- 


ed by his preſence, who confine all inſpiration to * 


the primitive ages of Chriſt:anity, and ut erly 
deny that any fach thing can be enjoyed now ? 
And how many teachers 1n the eſtabliſhed church 
do this, vou probably may be a better judge thin 
Iam. I can only fay, that my mind has been 
repeatedly pained, as well in hearing it denied 


from the Pulpit, as in obſerving it denied from 


the Preſs. And then, if, as the Apoſtle: teſtifies, 
2 Cor. ni. 17, where the Spirit of the Lord is there 


ts liberty, even liberty from the dominion of ſin, 


. {Rom. vi. 14, and vii, 1,—10;) if he that com- 


mit fin, as Chriſt teſtifies, is the flave of ſiu, and 


as St. John bears witneſs, 1c of the Deuil, where- 
as he that is born f God doth not commit fin, it 
will follow; that all that are in bondage to fin, 
i. e. as Chriſt and his Apoſtles explain it, all that 


commit it, are alſo devoid of this Spirit, 22 5 
deltitute of this one, grand, — t « 
„ 1 | mn, 
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I it. This mark, therefore, ſets aſide all open 


ſinners of every kind, as drunkards, whore- 


mongers, adulterers ; ſwearers, ſabbath-breakers,. 
profane perſons; lyars, flanderers, evil-ſpeakers, _ 


and-even the covetous, ambitious and effeminate, 


Who either, living in pleaſure, are dead while they 
live, or purſuing wealth, honour or preterment, 
as in adding one living to another, or changing 


one for another, for no other reaſon but becauſe 


it brings in more morey, or requires, as the term 


is, 4% duty; demonſtrate that they are earthly 
and /en oY, if not even dew:/z/h alſo. 3 

That there are none of this ungodly and vicious 
ſtamp ſtill employed as teachers of piety and vir- 
tue, in the eſtabliſhed church, I think, Sir, you 
will not take upon you to ſay. But we muſt not 
ſtop here. — * a Teacher of religion does 
not affirm, on the one hand, that there is no Holy 
Ghoſt to be received now; nor diſgrace his pro- 


feſſion, on the other, by an ungodly or vicious 


practice; yet we have no right to conclude im- 
mediately that he is certainly poſſeſſed of the Spirit 
of Chriſt. We muſt remember, àa man, whether 
private Chriſtian or public Teacher, may, like the 
* ofthe Church of Sardis, have a name to live 
and be dead; and, like thoſe who (according to 


St. Paul's Prophecy would depart from CO | 
in the latter days, may have a for m of godline/s 


and deny the power thereof: We muſt enquire, 


© whether, profeſſing to be Chri/?'s they have cruci- 


fied the fleſh with its -affettions and 1 25 Gal. v. 


* 


* 


24; in other words, whether they have power 


over inward fin, ſo as to have im them the mind 
that was in Chriſt, and wall, even ane walked, 
And inaſmuch as good nature, on the one hand, 
and a regard to decency and reputation, on the 
other, will frequently carry a»perſon a great way 
in external things, and cauſe him to put on, what 
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you Sir, have termed a greater ſanctity of charae-. 
ter and formality of devotion ;” we muſt go one ſlep 
further ſtill, and bring his temper and behaviour 
to the touchſtone of thoſe fruits of the Sparit, 
which you have yery properly e to, as the 
teſt of a man's integrity in the office of the Minif- 
try. We muſt enquire in particular, whether lie 
has love, joy and peace, i. e. according to Rom. 
v. 1,--6, whether, being juſtified by faith he has 
peace with God, throug our 2 Jeſus Chriſt. 
producing peace of conſcience; even à peace that 
pafſeth all underſtanding, keeping his heart and 
mind through 8 Jeſas? Whether he has 
acceſs by fa ait into that grace in which true 
rae and, and rejoice in hope af the glory of 
God? whether he /oves, ſincerely and feryently 
loves God, who firſt loved him? yea, whether 


the love of God be ſhed abroad in his heart by . | 


Holy Ghoſt given unto him, ſo that <P" 
love? he dwells in Cod, and Cod in him; for 
God's ſake, loves all mankind, not BEES his 


bittereſt enemies? And as it is of the greateſt _ 


importance not to be miſtaken in this point; as 
it is moſt certain, that whatever a perſon | 
have, if he have not this love, he 3s: nothing ; if 
e been wes of men and A cl, an 
is it not, he is e as ſounding braſs, or 
a . cymbal ; and though he have the gi 7 o | 
prophecy — underſland all myſteries, an 
6, and though he have all faith, ſo _ N 
5 ol remove * and have not lg 
ning; and though he be/t how all kis god 5. 
fecdthe 7 and his body to be burned, and have 
ic not, e Aa bal. 2 Cor. xiii. 138. 
We mult enquire Wieder is love /u Fers long, 
and is hind ? wh it does not envy, nor ad 
raſhly ; ; Is. phe puffed up ; does not behave we 
5 90 not us own; ts not prove 
85 ye % F | 4 b 
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Nin let no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but re- 
joicetſi in the truth ; beareth, believeth, hopeth, en- 
du ret allthmgs? Or which comes to the ſame 
thing, whether it be accompanied with long- u- 
fering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekne/s, temper- 
ance? Theſe Sir, are the fruits of the ſpirit of 
God, as that Spirit himſelf has delineated them in 
the Holy Scriptures ; and if theſe fruits are to be 
conſidered as an infallible teſt of the Integrity of 
a Teacher of religion, which I do not deny, ſure 
Jam, many that ſuſtain that character muſt Rand 
convicted of hypocriſy. You indeed, are ſo 
charitable as to ſuppoſe the whole nation to be 
poſſeſſed of them, although like the bulk of all 
other nations, it lays in wickedneſs, and abounds 
with vices, of all kinds, the very reverſe of theſe 
Fruits of the Spirit; —with curſing, ſwearing, 
ſabbath- breaking, lying, ſlandering, defrauding, 
oppreſſing, revelling, drunkenneſs, uncleannels, 
pride, ambition, covetouſneſs, ſelf-indulgence; 
ungodlineſs, unrighteouſneſs, intemperance. Yet 
if we believe you, love, joy, 2 long-ſuffer- 
ang, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 2 ty, meekneſs, and 
temperance, fill our land, and are every where to 
de met with; and thoſe that teach the contrary 
you term t#:/affefted Teachers : that is, thoſe that 
cannot prevail on themſelves to call evi good, anfl 
 ,goodeerh, to put darkneſs for light, and %:ght for 
darkneſs, bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter, but 
have learned to diſtinguiſh the one from the other, 
and while they recommend the one, bear their 
teſtimony againſt the other, are diſafaclei Feach- 
ers, and ſuch I believe, the Prince of darkneſs 
chinks them to be, even diſaſfected do him and 
hoſtilę to His cauſe and intereſt. But let me aſk 
you, Vir, doth a fountain ſend forth, at the ſame 
Place, _ water and bitter ? Con a fig tree bear 
ou ve berries, or a vine figs? So can no 8 
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both yield ſals water and freſh, The Truth, I ſup- 


pvle is, Rev. Sir, you miſtake mere heather vir- 
tue for the fruits of the Sp17:4of God ; and becaule, 
upon the whole, we are a happy, and proſperous, 
magnanmous, generous, and merciſul nation, 
having, as you lay, peace within our walls, and 
plenteouſne/s within, our palaces and houſes, you 
therefore conclude that we have peace with God, 
love to all mankind, and joy in the Holy Ghoft. 
But be aſſured, Sir, the fruzts of the Spirit are as 
far above theſe effects of mere nature and educa - 
tion, as the Kingdom of God is above the king- 
doms of this world ; or as Fe/us Chriſt is ſuperiur 
to Socrates or Plato. | 
As to the reſt of your Sermon, I have no mate- 
rial fault to find with it. I never will throw cold 
water on zeal for the government, nor take upon 
me to cenſure any te/{tmony, however feeble, 
borne in favour of Loyalty to our amiable King, 
and of attachment to our excellent Conſtitution. 
And I am ſure that the Methodiſts in genera] 2:2 
of my mind in this matter. One of the Minutes 
of our laſt Conference, held in London in the 
beginning of Auguſt laſt, is, 1. None cf us 
ſhall, either in writing or converſation, ſpeak * 
htly or irreverently of the Government under. 
which he lives. 2. We are to obſerve, that the 
oracles of God command us to be ſubje& to the 
Higher Powers, and that honour to the King, is 
there conneQed with the fear of God.” Norare 
e as a Body, leſs attached to the Church than 
to Mate. We in general, cordially approve, 
even ok her ſervice, and much more of her dottrines, 
as confained in her Articles, Homilies, and Litur- 
25 only; we are ſorry, we have ever any cauſe to 
omplam that they are departed from by thoſe 
| that are appointed ads enforce 3 
beds he 2 em, 
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them. And ſolely out of attachment to the 
Church, and that our people may have no induce- 
ment to omit attending divine ſervice there, at all 
opportunities, we take care, in general, not to 
interfere with her hours of ſervice, but to hold 
our meetings, on the Lord's day, at thoſe times 
which leave the people at perfect liberty to attend 
divine worſhip in their pariſh Churches, both 


forenoon and afternoon. It is true, we have 


ſome exceptions to this general rule; but they 
are very few. 1. In ſome places, not a dozen 
perhaps in all England, where the pariſhes are very 
wide, and the people live ſeveral miles diſtant 
from the 3 we preach in church hours, 
We do the ſame, 2dly, in ſome places where 
the Church Miniſters are notoriouſly wicked, or 


ſtrenuouſly inculcate doctrines which we judge 


of dangerous tendency, as falvation by the merit 
of works, or abſolute, unconditional Predeſiina- 
tion; or the various branches of the Socinian 
&xirine, as the denial of the depravity of human 
nature, of the divinity and atonement of Chrift, 
of the influences of divine grace, and of. the 


- immortality of the ſoul. And gdly, we do this 


alſo in a few large towns, as Birmingham, Shef- 
field, Mancheſter and Liverpool, where the 
lower claſſes of people are very numerous, very 


is þ. ur and very wicked; and where the 


urches and other places of worlhip will by no 
means contain all the inhabitants; and;where 
there are many thouſands who never have been 


' gecuſtomed to go to church, having been brawght 


up Difſenters, But even at theſe places e 
avoid adminiſtering the Lord's Supper, that our 
Societies may, at all opportunities. communicate 


in the eſtabliſhed Church, which many thouſands. 
ol them Jail nat ſtatedly to do, 


- + I * 
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\ I affure you, therefore, Sir, we can in general 
cordially unite with you in ſaying, Whoever 
be thoſe Teachers, who, under the appearance of 
religion, would diſturb our happineſs in the 
world by undermining the Church, which — 
leaſt as to its doctrines) is apoſtolical; or the 
ſtate, which is ſo admirably conſtituted; who- 
ever, inſtead of the love of our King, of our 
country, and of each other, are labouring to 
romote hatred, variance, emulations z whoever, 
in the place of joy and peace, would bring in 
wrath and ftrife ; whoever, inſtead of a Catholic 
Faith uniformly profeſſed, (altho' alas! by few 
poſſeſſed ! would introduce hereſies and ſchiſms; 
whoever, in the place of long- ſuffering and obe- 
dience to the powers which are ordained of God, 
which he has commanded us to obey, would in- 
troduce ſedition and rebellion, ye ſhall know them 
by their fruits. They are not the ſpirits which 
are of God. They are earthly, ſenfual, deviliſh*: 
though they may come to you th ſheep's clothing, 
yet znwardly they are ravening wolves.” Thank 
God, Sift, not one word of this applies to the 
Methodiſts; and if you think it do, I call upon 
you to prove it, | | 
As to the Socinian doctrine, we no more ap. 
prove of it than you do. It appears to us, in at- 
meſt all its branches, as well as in that you men- 
tion, to proceed from a ſpirit of error, and to 
tend to the ſubverſion, not of a few unimportant 
opinions, but of the whole of Chriſtianity. By 
denying the depravity of human nature, it takes 
away che neceſſity of a new birth, or neu creation, 
and reduces the holineſs and righteouſneſs incul- 
cated in the Bible, to a few ſcraps of dry, extet- 
nal, heathen virtue By taking away the merit 
of the ſacrifice. of Chriſt offered upon the croſs, 


| F 3 it 


| 
| 

| 
39 

| 
i] 
| 


6066 


it undermines the only foundation of a ſinner's 
hope, or ſets him upon the vain and fruitleſs la- 
bour of eſtabliſhing it, on what is 1 in- 


ſufficient for its ſupport, his own imperte& works 


of righteouſneſs. . By affirming that the influence 
of the divine Spirit is not now to be expected, it 
either diſcourages thoſe enſlaved to evil diſpoſi- 
tions and habits, from attempting to become new 
creatures; or it induces them to reſt contented » 
with a mere outward change of conduct, while a 
new heart is not given unto them, nor a new ſpi- 
rit renewed within them. And laſtly, by deny- 
ing the immortality of the ſoul, as it is well 


. known, a certain Socinian Writer in high repute, 


has done, even ſuppoſing it allows a general re- 


furrection, and a future judgment, it deſtroys one 
of the moſt powerful motives to virtue and holi- 


neſs, the expectation of being with the Lord im- 
mediately upon the death of the body; while, at 


the fame time, if the doctrine of Mater:al:/m be 
added thereto, as it is by ſome 8 and 


Man, formed after the image of God, be reduced 
to a mere Machine, all whoſe motions of mind 
and body are as mechanical as thoſe of a Clock or 


Watch, it in fact deſtroys the freedom of the hu- 


man will, eſtabliſhes the unavoidable neceſſity of 
all our actions, and annihilates. a future jud 


ment, and of courſe muſt end in Dez/m, if not in 


Atheiſm. | | | | 
Upon the whole, amidſt all the miſtakes which 
you have made in your ſermon, and which I be- 
heve have proceeded from your ignorance of 


the people you take upon you to cenſure, I am 
happy to declare my entire coincidence with 


ou in doctrine when you teach that the con- 
uct which will ſecure our happineſs both in this 
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world and the next, is preſcribed in one ſhort 
command of holy Scripture — Fear God, and Ho- 
nour the King, by which religion and loyalty 
are coupled together.” And whatever you (who, 
it ſeems, are but little acquainted with the ftate 
of things in this De may ſuppoſe, this is 
what the Methodifts in particular, unitormly and 
conſtantly inculcate, and for the practice of which 
they are moft notorious. As they are already be. 
come one of the moſt numerous and increaf. 
ing bodies of people in the Britiſh dominions, ſo 
are they noted every where far loyalty to the 
King, as well as for piety to God, and righte. 
ouſneſs to man. Nor had his preſent Majeſty, 
perhaps, in all his empire, a friend more firmly 
attached to his perſon and government, than the 
late Rev. Mr. 5505 as his various publica- 
tions, particularly during the American war, 
have made appear. And his Societies have al- 
moſt univerſally imbibed the ſame ſpirit; nor 
can any inſinuations of yours to the contrary, rob 


them of their glory in this, any more than in the 


other inſtance. They fear God and honour 
the King in their hearts, not from policy, but 
from principle, and give daily proof of it in their 
converſation and behaviour. Having ſworn. 
allegiance to the King, God hath ſet upon his 
holy Hill of Zion, the King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, they are ſubject alſo to all 
his Vicegerents, Deputies, or Miniflers on earth, 
yea, to every ordinance of man for his ſake; 
and are careful to render unto Cæſar the things 
that are Caſer's, as well as unto God the things 
which are God's. Wiſhing, Rev. Sir, that 
when you again take upon you to cenſure a 
whole people, or divers de/creptions of people, 
you will firſt make yourſelf better acquainted. 

| . with 
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with them, that you may ſtand clear of the guilt 
of a Calumniator, and only ſpeak what you know. 
I remain, with all due reſpect, Rev. Sir, your 


obedient Servant in the pure truth of the 


Goſpel. 


Mancheſler, 


JOSEPH BENSON. 
Feb. 20, 1793+ | 
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